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H i .

H o w ' s  e v e r y o n e  d o i n g ?  F e e l s  l i k e  w e ' v e  s l o g g e d  t h r o u g h  t h e  b r u n t
o f  t h e  s t o r m  b u t  t h e  l a s t  b i t s  o f  b i t t e r  w i n d  a r e  s t i l l  k n o c k i n g  u s
a r o u n d  a  b i t .

T h i s  i s  a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e .  

I  m e a n  t o  m e  -  t h e  d o t i n g  p a r e n t  o f  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l  -  t h e y ' r e  a l l
s p e c i a l ,  b u t  t h i s  i s s u e  i s  a  s p e c i a l  i s s u e .  

I t ' s  o u r  f i r s t  A r t  I s s u e .

I  s t a r t e d  T h e  R a c k e t  n o t  s o  m a n y  m o n t h s  a g o  e n t i r e l y  u n a w a r e  h o w
i m p o r t a n t  o f  a  p a r t ,  v i s u a l  a r t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  p l a y .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  d r a f t
o f  t h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  t h e r e  w a s  n o  a r t .  O n l y  b e c a u s e  o n e  o f  o u r  w r i t e r s
s e n t  i n  a  p i e c e  o f  a r t  w i t h  t h e i r  w o r k  d i d  I  s u d d e n l y  t h i n k  " O h ,
w a i t ,  t h i s  c o u l d  b e  a  v i s u a l  j o u r n a l  a s  w e l l . . . "

S i n c e  t h e n ,  w e ' v e  f e a t u r e d  c l o s e  t o  a  h u n d r e d  d i f f e r e n t  a r t i s t s
a c r o s s  a  b r o a d  s p e c t r u m  o f  d i s c i p l i n e s  a n d  s t y l e s .  I t  h a s  b e e n  a
g r e a t  j o y  i n  t h e s e  m o s t l y  m i s e r a b l e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s  t o  n o t  o n l y
l e a r n  m o r e  a b o u t  a r t  ( a n d  m y  o w n  t a s t e  i n  t e r m s  o f  a r t )  b u t  t o  b e  i n
c o n v e r s a t i o n  w i t h  s o  m a n y  a m a z i n g  a r t i s t s .

F r o m  t h e  s t a r t ,  o n e  o f  t h o s e  a r t i s t s  w a s  A n n a  R o t t y .  S h e  i s  a  s k i l l e d
p h o t o g r a p h e r  -  a n d  m a n i p u l a t o r  o f  p h o t o g r a p h y  -  a s  w e l l  a s  a n
i n c r e d i b l y  p r o l i f i c  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e  m e m b e r  o f  t h e  B a y  A r e a ' s  a r t
c o m m u n i t y .  A  w h i l e  b a c k  w e  d e d i c a t e d  a n  e n t i r e  i s s u e  t o  R o t t y ' s
w o r k  a n d  I  s t i l l  t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  o n e  o f  o u r  v e r y  b e s t  m a r r i a g e s  o f  t h e
v i s u a l  a n d  t h e  w r i t i n g .  

S o ,  w h e n  i t  c a m e  t o  t h i s  i d e a  o f  d o i n g  a n  i s s u e  ( t h e  f i r s t  o f  m a n y )
w h e r e  w e  h a n d e d  t h e  c u r a t i o n  o f f  t o  a  r e s p e c t e d  a r t i s t ,   f l i p p e d  t h e
r a t i o s  o f  w r i t i n g  a n d  a r t  a n d  l e t  t h e  v i s u a l  i m a g e s  t e l l  t h e  s t o r y  -
A n n a  R o t t y  w a s  t h e  f i r s t  n a m e  t h a t  c a m e  t o  m i n d .

A n d ,  a s  y o u ' r e  a b o u t  t o  s e e ,  A n n a  h a s  d o n e  a n  a b s o l u t e l y  i n c r e d i b l e
j o b .  S e e n  o n  i t s  o w n ,  t h e  a r t  R o t t y  h a s  c h o s e n ,  i s  a m a z i n g  -
g o r g e o u s ,  i n v e n t i v e ,  p r o v o c a t i v e ,  s o m e t i m e s  e v e n  f u n .  B u t  w h e n
y o u  g o  b a c k  a n d  l o o k  a t  t h e  s e q u e n c i n g  o f  t h e  a r t ,  t h e  c u r a t i o n ,  i t
q u i c k l y  b e c o m e s  a p p a r e n t  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y  l e v e l s  ( a n d  s t o r i e s )
b e i n g  t o l d  b y  i t .  A t  s o m e  p o i n t  w h i l e  I  w a s  p u t t i n g  t h i s  i s s u e
t o g e t h e r ,  I  t u r n e d  t o  m y  p a r t n e r  a n d  s a i d ,  " A s  i t  t u r n s  o u t ,  I  a m
v e r y  m u c h  a  n o v i c e  w h e n  i t  c o m e s  t o  c u r a t i o n . "

A n n a  R o t t y  t h o u g h ,  a s  y o u  a r e  a b o u t  t o  f i n d  o u t ,  i s  w o r k i n g  o n  a
v e r y  h i g h  l e v e l .  A n d  i t ' s  a n  i m p r e s s i v e  t h i n g  t o  b e a r  w i t n e s s  t o .

A  t i p :  l o o k  a t  e a c h  p i e c e  i n d i v i d u a l l y ,  t h e n  p u l l  b a c k  a n d  l o o k  a t
e v e r y t h i n g  a g a i n  a n d  a g a i n .  L e t  t h e  o n i o n  p e e l .  

A n d  t h e n  d o  i t  a g a i n .

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .
-  N
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A  NOTE  FROM  

THE  CURATOR

O v e r  t h e  l a s t  f e w  m o n t h s ,  a n d  a s  w e  g o t  t o
t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t h e  e v e n t  t h a t  h a d  b e e n
l o o m i n g  o v e r  u s  a l l ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  I
c o n s i d e r e d  h o w  t i m e  s e e m e d  t o  b e  m o v i n g
a r o u n d  u s  i n  s t r a n g e  w a y s .  

T h e  h e a v i n e s s  o f  u n c e r t a i n t y  w e i g h e d  o n  u s
a l l ,  s t r i v i n g  t o  u n i f y  b u t  s t i l l  f o r c e d  i n t o  o u r
o w n ,  o f t e n  i s o l a t e d ,  s p a c e s .  

I  w a s  d r a w n  t o  a r t i s t s  l o o k i n g  i n w a r d ,  u s i n g
e v e r y d a y  d o m e s t i c  m a t e r i a l s  s a t u r a t e d  w i t h
e m o t i o n ,  a n d  t h e  s y m b o l i s m  f o u n d  i n
p r o c e s s ,  c o l o r ,  a n d  h o w  m a t e r i a l  i s  u s e d  i n
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  s e l f .  

E x h a u s t i o n ,  d e c a y  a n d  i m p r e s s i o n  c o m e  t o
m i n d .  T h e r e ’ s  p e r h a p s  a  s e n s e  o f  r e l i e f  a n d
c o m f o r t  u n d e r l y i n g  t h e  d i s e a s e  o f  t h e  p a s t
f e w  m o n t h s  a n d  w e  c o n s i d e r  w h e r e  t o  g o
f r o m  h e r e .

-  A n n a  R o t t y
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-

P e a  P l a n t
H A N N A H  D U A N E

The sidewalk spirals in treetops below me today 

shoe soles click louder than usual or 

I can hear better now 

or I don’t think I can hear at all. 

When stressed, reality fades. Moments pass 

like river water. I’ve given up on isolating 

drops. Curve and curve and curve. I’ve missed 

my bus stop. I meant to turn. The album ended 

and all I can hear forever is silence. 

There is this silence inside of me. Silence slinking 

in between gaps in reason. Eats thought 

with voracious hunger—almost amazing to watch. 

But nothing that isn’t real can hurt you. 

Tilt eyes up, hold forearms. Notice: 

skin cells drop to the floor— 

join sand from cuffed pants. 



5
-

Tell me: why do I feel each muscle in my back?

I am unfurling these days.

Eat pea tendrils so someday I will

feel them grow tall in my belly.



U n t i t l e d  S t i l l  L i f e
A u r e l i a  W r e n n
2 0 2 0



U n t i t l e d  ( i ' m  n o t  s u r e  w h a t  t o  s a y )
A l y s o n  P r o v a x
2 0 2 0



R e d  L a n d s c a p e
X i a o  W a n g
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-

F E L I P E  R O D O L F O  H E N D R I K S E N

You always say I don’t know you at all, Hope, but I don’t think that’s true. 

Here’s what I know.

You never had a déjà vu. You probably never wore a purse. You once explained

to me when it was right for you to wear a thong or not. You had many

boyfriends and you kissed many men (and a couple of women). You tried weed

once and it made you sick. You were my friend but we were never close. We

talked about sex when we were fifteen years old. You watched porn, like me. You

invited me to your home to watch MTV. You let me sleep on your shoulder once

after reading Death of a Salesman. You put your head on my shoulder in a party

while you waited for your ex to arrive. You sat ahead of me on a flight that

almost fell to the sea. You cut your hair short and dyed it red. You walked with

me through a British cemetery and urged me to speak. We hugged and cried, and

then you went to sleep (and cry some more). You didn’t want to lose me after I

did everything to lose you. You have abs, and you like to show them. Your

breasts are smaller than mine. We spent a lot of time together when we were

kids, playing pretend. You probably have a TikTok account, and that’s just sad.

You don’t like Borges as much as I do, and that’s sad too. You read more Hesse

than I did. You never held my hand, and you never kissed me. You had many

friends and I hated them all. You like anime and you love Naruto. You once

asked me to watch Attack on Titan so you could have someone to discuss it with.

H o p e  I s  O n l i n e



T h i s  M o m e n t
M i c h a e l  H y u n  G u  K a n g
2 0 2 0
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We don’t have many photos together (less than five). You say you like comics,

and I want to believe it’s true. Your favorite movies are: Girl, Interrupted, Howl’s

Moving Castle, and Eternal Sunshine of the Spotless Mind. You’re a bit edgy, and

I like that. You like to read, and I didn’t know that. Your dad always wanted a

son. You always argue with your parents, but deep down you love them. We

never say “Happy Birthday” to each other. You sometimes tell me things because

I’m the only one who cares. You say you’re a libertarian girl, but I think you’re

joking. You’re lost, you don’t know what to do with your life. You like to travel,

or so I think. You’re a radical feminist, and it’s hard to cope with that. You don’t

like me anymore, you never really did. We always argued, and it was always my

fault. You didn’t go to prom with me, and I didn’t ask. I saw your nipple once, in

Paris (I’ve seen better since). I never jerked off thinking about you (I promise).

I’d never have sex with you, I’d never even kiss your lips. I don’t know how I

dared to tell you I loved you. I always dream about you, I still do (after all these

years). You never accepted my gifts. You always ignored me. You ghost me all the

time. You put up with me too many times. You went to my house once, because

you were worried. I cut because of you, and I let you know (I’m sorry). You hate

your nose, and I love it. You taunt me, you play with me. You told me one night

that you regretted everything. You told me you made out with my best friend to

hurt me. You said “No” when I said “I love you.” You blocked me too many times.

You don’t know why I love you so much, and neither do I. you like stupid bands

with edgy singers. You let a douchebag finger you and you sucked a scumbag’s

dick. You liked to use dark blue lipstick. You like my brother more than me. Your

favorite Pokémon is Vaporeon. You have poor taste. You’re materialistic and

cocky, according to a female friend. You’re hot, according to another (but you’re

not so hot as you think). You draw like shit and, if you write, it’s probably not

good either. You like staying up late drinking coffee. You don’t like your career.

You’d love to be a psychic (and I can only laugh at you). You always used

eyeshadow and chokers. You get bored too fast. I never got over you, and never



O c t o b e r  1 1 ,  2 0 2 0 .  D a y  2 0 9
A m y  E l k i n s
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-

will. Your grandfather was a cop and wrote books. Your grandmother loved me

more than you ever did. Your mother was always nice to me. Your father never

trusted me at all. Your cousins probably know you’re my crush. Your surname is

stupid. Your name is sweet. You don’t want to see me anymore, you never did. I

never saw you in a swimsuit. You provoke me sending me photos. You use me

because you love the attention. You hope I forget about you. You wish me well. I

haven’t heard your voice in six years, we haven’t been friends for more.



U n t i t l e d  ( F r o m  n o w  o n )
A l y s o n  P r o v a x
2 0 2 0



S l u m b e r  ( A f t e r  G o y a )  -  D a w n
X i a o  W a n g
2 0 2 0



A s h  # 1
L i n d s a y  S t o n e
2 0 1 7
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K i ku
B E N  O H M A R T

Happy Life

Happy Sale

on the red poster 

behind her as the customers

mill past and barely look

Irasshaimase

as she folds the shirts

others have looked at and 

tried to fold back themselves

her feet are tired

which do not interest her

the manager is serving a customer

who has only bought one thing

but soon she will be over

instructing again on how

to fold—no, that is not fair

on which shirt should be on top

as

Medium is the quickest to go

and if the most popular is



1 8
-

put on top, there is less reason

generally

to dig through for sizes

that is understandable

but she wishes there

were more customers



S h e l t e r
M i c h a e l  H y u n  G u  K a n g
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R A Z O R S ,  P L U M B ,  E X E R T ,  S A L M O N ,  D O N K E Y

W h i t e b o a r d s  a r e  l i k e  p r o d i g i e s ,  t h e y ' r e  r e m a r k a b l e .

NVGEI

Russian
dolls are

so full
of...

GMTIH

SUELHB

SEERU

ALTUCA

.



B O N G G L E

S e t  a  t i m e r  f o r  t h r e e  m i n u t e s  ( h o n o r  s y s t e m ! )  t o  f i n d  a s  m a n y  w o r d s  a s  p o s s i b l e
w i t h i n  t h e  g r i d  b y  c o n n e c t i n g  l e t t e r s  h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  v e r t i c a l l y ,  o r  d i a g o n a l l y .

Y o u  k n o w ,  l i k e  B o g g l e .

S C O R I N G  ( b y  w o r d ) :

t h r e e / f o u r  l e t t e r  -  1  p t .
f i v e  l e t t e r  -  2  p t .
s i x  l e t t e r  -  3  p t .

s e v e n  l e t t e r  -  4  p t .  

S e n d  y o u r  l i s t  o f  w o r d s  a n d  y o u r  s c o r e  t o :
t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s @ g m a i l . c o m

H i g h  s c o r e  g e t s  a  s h o u t  o u t  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e !

A L V Qu

O K R L

G L F E

R H M C



B O N G G L E

L A S T  W E E K S  W O R D S

T H I S  W E E K ' S  W I N N E R :
B r a d  S a l t e r s o n

T O  B E  A  W I N N E R  -
S E N D  U S  Y O U R  

A N S W E R S !
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C O N T R I B U T O R S

E M I L Y  B A R R E S I

A M Y  E L K I N S

L I N D S A Y  S T O N E
B E N  O H M A R T

X I A O  W A N G

F E L I P E  R O D O L F  H E N D R I K S E N

A L Y S O N  P R O V A X
M I C H A E L  H Y U N  G U  K A N G

H A N N A H  D U A N E

A U R E L I A  W R E N N

https://www.emilybarresi.com/
https://www.amyelkins.com/
http://www.lindsayjoystone.com/
https://www.xiaowangartist.com/
http://alysonprovax.com/
https://www.michaelhyungukang.com/
https://www.aureliawrenn.com/


HOLIDAY
1 1 / 5  -  7 P M  -  Z O O M

R E A D I N G  S E R I E S



W E B S I T E
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om

N E W S L E T T E R
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om /

n ew s l e t t e r

I N S T A G R A M
@THE RA C K E T R E AD ING S E R I E S

S U B M I T  Y O U R  W O R K :
h t t p s : / / t h e r a c k e t s f . c o m / s u b m i s s i o n s

P A T R E O N
www . p a t r e on . c om /

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s

http://www.theracketsf.com/
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://theracketreadingseries/
https://theracketsf.com/submissions
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries


T H E  G A L L E R Y

I S  C L O S E D .




