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H i .

H o w  i s  e v e r y o n e ?

I  a m ,  i n  a  v e r y  r a r e  m o m e n t ,  f r u s t r a t e d  w i t h  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s .  

M o s t  o f  t h e  t i m e  I  a m  t h a t  p e r s o n  w h o  o b n o x i o u s l y  f r a m e s
e v e r y t h i n g  a s ,  " W e l l ,  I  r e a d  i n  a r t i c l e  i n  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s . . . "  I
r e a d  t h e  T i m e s  o n  m y  p h o n e ,  f o r  b e t t e r  o r  w o r s e ,  f i r s t  t h i n g  e v e r y
m o r n i n g .  I t ' s  m y  m a i n  ( o f t e n  o n l y )  s o u r c e  o f  n e w s  a n d  a d m i t t e d l y  I
d o n ' t  r e a l l y  c o n s i d e r  a n y t h i n g  " n e w s w o r t h y "  u n t i l  i t  i s  p o s t e d  i n
t h e  p a g e s  o f  T h e  G r e y  L a d y .

B u t ,  a l l  o f  o u r  h e r o e s  f u c k  u p  s o m e t i m e s .  A n d  I  t h i n k  T h e  N e w  Y o r k
T i m e s  h a s  d o n e  a  p o o r  j o b  o f  d r a w i n g  a  b e a d  o n  j u s t  h o w  h o r r i b l e
a n d  h o w  d a m n i n g  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  c u r r e n t  p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  t h e
n e w s  f r o m  t h i s  w e e k e n d  w a s .  

M a y b e  y o u  h e a r d :  D o n a l d  J .  T r u m p ' s  s e c o n d  i m p e a c h m e n t  t r i a l
e n d e d  o n  S u n d a y  w i t h  h i s  s e c o n d  a c q u i t t a l  -  t h i s  t i m e  f o r  c h a r g e s  o f
i n c i t i n g  a  r i o t .  E v e n  t h o u g h  t h e  " i m p e a c h m e n t  m a n a g e r s "  f o r  t h e
p r o s e c u t i o n  p r e s e n t e d  r e a m s  o f  e v i d e n c e  a n d  t h o s e  f o r  t h e  d e f e n s e
p r e s e n t e d  w h a t  a m o u n t e d  t o  s t i c k y  n o t e s  w i t h  c r u d e  d r a w i n g s  o f
m a l e  g e n i t a l i a  s c r a w l e d  o n  t h e m  -  t h e  G O P  c o n t i n u e d  t o  p r o p  u p
t h e i r  o r a n g e - h a i r e d - k i n g - i n - e x i l e ,  a l l o w i n g  h i m  t h e  o p p o r t u n i t y  t o
o n c e  a g a i n  r u n  f o r  o f f i c e  ( a s  s o o n  a s  2 0 2 4 )  a n d  t o  f u r t h e r  e m b o l d e n
h i s  f o a m - m o u t h e d  a n d  f a n a t i c a l  s u p p o r t e r s .

T h e  f r o n t  p a g e  o f  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  o n l i n e  b r o a d c a s t  t h e  v e r d i c t
i n  b o l d  l e t t e r s  w i t h  t h e  s u b - h e a d l i n e  ( i n  s m a l l e r ,  b u t  s t i l l  b o l d
l e t t e r s )  d e c l a r i n g  i t  a  h i s t o r i c a l l y  b i - p a r t i s a n  i m p e a c h m e n t  e f f o r t .  A s
i f  t h i s  g l a r i n g  e x a m p l e  o f  j u s t  h o w  f a r  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  i n
t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  f a l l e n  w a s  s o m e h o w  a l l e v i a t e d  b y  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
s e v e n  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  G O P  d i d  s o m e t h i n g  t o  b e t t e r  t h e i r  c o u n t r y
r a t h e r  t h a n  m a i n t a i n  t h e i r  p o l i t i c a l  c a r e e r s .  

Y e s ,  i t ' s  a  f a c t  a n d  t h e  T i m e s  i s  i n  t h e  b u s i n e s s  o f  r e p o r t i n g  f a c t s ,
b u t  s o m e h o w  i t s  p l a c e m e n t  f e l t  l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  m a k e  l e m o n a d e  o u t  o f
a  b u b b l i n g  p i t  o f  a c i d .  A s  i f  t h i s  p a t h e t i c  o v e r t u r e ,  t h i s  e f f o r t
s o m e h o w  p r o v i d e d  a  s i l v e r  l i n i n g  o n  a  t r u l y  d a r k  d a y  i n  t h i s
c o u n t r y ' s  h i s t o r y .  I n  t w e n t y  y e a r s  -  i f  o u r  c o u n t r y  i s n ' t  o n e  n o n -
s t o p  M A G A  t a i l g a t e  p a r t y   -  a  h e a d l i n e  l i k e  t h i s  p r o v i d e s  a  w a y  o f
s e e i n g  t h e  S e n a t e  v o t e  a s  a  p o s i t i v e ,  w h e n  i n  t r u t h  i t  i s  a  c l e a r
i n d i c a t o r  o f  h o w  l o w  t h i s  c o u n t r y  h a s  f a l l e n .

E v e n  i f  y o u  w a n t  t o  c l a i m  t h i s  a s  a  v i c t o r y  ( a n d  I  f u l l y  u n d e r s t a n d
n e e d i n g  t h e  s m a l l  v i c t o r i e s  t h e s e  d a y s )  h o w  t e l l i n g  i s  i t  t h a t  t h e
b i g g e s t  w i n  w e  c a n  g e t  o u t  o f  t h e  S e n a t e  t h e s e  d a y s  i s  a n  a l m o s t
v i c t o r y ?  H o w  e r o d e d  a r e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  i f  w e a k l y  p u m p i n g  o u r  f i s t
b e c a u s e  t h e  b a d  g u y s  d i d n ' t  w i n  b y  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e y  c o u l d ' v e  i s  w h a t
w e ' r e  c l i n g i n g  t o ?

I f  t h e r e  w a s  a n y  t i m e  t o  d r a w  l a s e r  f o c u s  o n  t h e  i n a b i l i t y  o f  o u r
p o l i t i c a l  s y s t e m  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  b u t  s t u m b l e  f o r w a r d  i n t o  a  f r a n k l y
t e r r i f y i n g  n e w  p h a s e ,  t h a t  t i m e  i s  n o w .  Y e s ,  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s
l i v e s  a n d  d i e s  b y  u n b i a s e d  r e p o r t i n g ,  b u t   y e l l i n g  o u t  h o w  h i s t o r i c a l
i t  w a s  t h a t  f o r  a  b r i e f  m o m e n t  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  f a i l e d  t o  d o  w h a t
n e e d e d  t o  b e  d o n e ,  b u t  d i d  s o  t o g e t h e r ,  i t  f e e l s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  g a l l i n g .  

E v e n  w o r s e ,  i t  f e e l s  d a n g e r o u s .

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .
- N  



The Racket stands against 

police brutality, racism and violence 

perpetuated towards BIPOC 

communities in all forms.

BLACK LIVES MATTER

https://blacklivesmatter.com/

DONATE:

STOP AAPI HATE

https://stopaapihate.org/

ASIAN PACIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL NETWORK

http://apen4ej.org/

SAVE OUR CHINATOWNS

https://www.saveourchinatowns.org/

https://blacklivesmatter.com/
https://stopaapihate.org/
http://apen4ej.org/
http://farminghope.org/
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T h a t  s a i d :  t h e r e  a r e  c o s t s  i n  d o i n g  w h a t
w e  d o .  
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g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
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U n t i t l e d  ( b l a c k  b a g ,  h a n g i n g  f e e t )
F e l i c i t a  N o r r i s
2 0 1 5



2
-

H A Y L E Y  K A Y  B O W E N
S a v i o r

Blessèd be the threadbare couch, 

where our long legs tangle

like roots beneath the earth.

Our cold fingertips clasp in conjoined prayer,

the incantation of just friends perfumed

by wine-breath and denial. 

She anoints my forehead in almond lip balm 

and we are baptized by the full moon 

we dance under, barefoot in the snow.

What is a lover if not the one 

who saves your soul each night before sleep

and again each morning,

knelt at the altar of black coffee 

and shared showers?



A  N o i s e  A n n o y s
M i c h a e l  H a m b o u z
2 0 1 5



4
-

R I L E Y  V A S K E
A q u a  F a u x  P a s

            I hesitate for water in new apartments. These places where I feel welcomed

and safe, surrounded by a friend or that friend of a friend can turn hostile when

the sound of the sink echoes through the one-bedroom flex alerting the host to my

crime. I prompt the same response. We have a Britta. They look at me and my

glaring faux pas. Do I look too poor to filter my water? Do I look like I can't give

myself the same things as the "self-care" girls? The mere mention of tap water can

change the tone of an entire room. I feel the silence of the standoff and reach for

my holster, waiting for the tumbleweed to roll through the halls and out onto the

blissfully unaware streets. Tap is fine, is this glass OK? It was the wrong move. The

wrong thing to say. It's always the wrong thing to say though, isn't it. Yeah, that

glass is fine, but you can just use the filtered water. It's not a big deal. It feels like a

big deal. I stare into the eyes of the girl who just threw back three shots of $4

vodka and Redbull. Her mouth tells the cheap dive bar beers, late-night tacos from

the place on the corner, and the boys from her junior year abroad. And yet she

needs it to scream "I would only drink filtered." The cold stare stabbing into my

back as I try to discern which way to turn the knob so the running water doesn't

scald me again. I wonder what else she filters, what she feels she needs to enforce

on the gen pop. We make eye contact as I swallow the first sip. It tastes like iron.

But we are made of such things.



a b o u t  a  b o y
F e l i c i t a  N o r r i s
2 0 1 5



6
-

T h e  P r o b l e m  
w i t h  I n v e n t i o n

C H A R L E S  R A F F E R T Y

Invention gives rise to invention. The blade demanded a handle; the ark unleashed a

flood. It’s always been like this. Luckily, under the right circumstances, a maple tree

can become a violin. It allows us to utter Vivaldi, and someone is always waiting with

a need we didn’t know. You’d never guess there was a drought on this side of the

dam. Listen, downriver, the sound of everyone you will never hear.



P a r a l l e l  u n i v e r s e  I I I
E b t i h a l  S h e d i d
2 0 1 8



P a r a l l e l  u n i v e r s e  I V
E b t i h a l  S h e d i d
2 0 1 8



9
-

S A R A  P O T O C S N Y

A  P i p p i n  i n  t h e  S p r i n g
a  M o n e t  i n  t h e  F a l l

My three-year old whispered "let's be paintings" into my ear. The wind whispered  

 something too, just afterwards, but I couldn't make out exactly what. No day has ever

felt as true to Fall weather as this one, so I can't imagine it was anything stellar. The

sun is a damp monster, a gun to the head and the only thing keeping us alive. My son

sees a snake in what he's painted, but my son could see a snake in the moon. All of the

world can be broken down into Pippins and Monets. All the world is sucked dry by

anything wanting badly enough to be seen they can no longer tell the difference

between that and being looked at. Between seen and being an example of. Not long

ago I lost two friends: one for being too loyal, the other for being not loyal enough.

They still flit around town together, making people's days without me, beautiful piping

things. They relate to one another only at points. I think, the way a flat stone relates to

the lake it's being skipped on, chunks of ice to bigger and more tragic sheets of the

stuff. Even I don't know how to say word cold without being confused with the winter

myself. It's too warm for a day this autumnal, and I am not a kind girl. I cannot be a

kind girl in this sort of danger. All I'm saying is that it may not be pretty later to be

pretty right now. That being said, just look at us. 



C . C . R .  ( N o ,  N o t  T h a t  O n e )
M i c h a e l  H a m b o u z
2 0 1 9



1 1
-

H A N N A H  Y E R I N G T O N
K o s h e r  P r a w n  T u r n o v e r s

My sister’s first act as a Jewish Priestess, is to name all prawn turnovers kasher,

because I balk at steamed pork buns.

After my sister’s initiation,

she places all her Levis in the back of the closet, begins to wear only long dresses,

vintage buttons, upcycled prayer shawls. 

She tells me there is a first blessing for everything,

so when I pull on new soft pink joggers,

I chant gently under my breath.

My sister suggests a mikveh,

I think of warm water and honied walls after our monthly cycles,

but we stand at the nude beach where I swallow sand,

wonder about the relation,

between ritual immersion and drowning.

My sister talks of red thread,

the ocean as body,

she sprays drugstore rosewater on our foreheads,

she tells me the Goddess has joined us.

I scan the beach for women in flowing linen robes.



1 2
-

I share a conspiratorial look,

with the seagull next to me, imagine him wearing a small kippah,

curly sidelocks peaking out from his feathered head.

I leave the beach holding my sister’s hand,

unsure if I am more spiritual or more sandy.

Yet Tuesday comes with a full moon, 

a moon heavy in Her orbit,

I roll my eyes at Her pockmarked face,

I don’t appreciate uninvited visitors.

But I pull out the battered candlesticks my sister gave me, 

sway gently as I light Sabbath candles, 

And then, I order dim sum.



I  N e v e r  T o l d
F e l i c i t a  N o r r i s
2 0 1 5



T H E  
B A C K  
 P A G E

B Y
L A U R A  J A Y E  C R A M E R



T H E  W E E K L Y  M U M B L E
W O R D  S T U F F

U n s c r a m b l e  e a c h  M u m b l e  t o  f o r m  f i v e  o r d i n a r y  w o r d s .
T h e n ,  a r r a n g e  t h e  g r e e n  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  h i g h l i g h t e d  s p a c e s  t o

c o m p l e t e  t h e  p u n c h l i n e .

( A n s w e r s  n e x t  w e e k . )

L a s t  w e e k ' s  a n s w e r s :  
 

P A N T S ,  T R O L L ,  H E C T I C ,  I G U A N A ,  W I N N E R
 

W h e n  t e a c h e r s  t r y  t o  e x p l a i n  e l e c t r i c i t y  t o  m e  I ' m  j u s t  l i k e ,  " u h ,  w a t t ? "

VILYET

I broke
my finger
last week.

On the
other

hand...

DAAEH

RHWOTG

IAKHK

MBEESU

.'



L A S T  W E E K ' S  A N S W E R

H U S T L E  &  R E B U S T L E 
Decipher the rebus to reveal a word or phrase that fits in the circles below. 

(Remember: One letter per circle.)

break a leg

   
  

 
 

THE WEATHER
FEELING
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C H A R L E S  R A F F E R T Y

C É L E S T E  C E B R A

S A R A  P O T O C S N Y

H A Y L E Y  K A Y  B O W E N

R I L E Y  V A S K E
H A N N A H  Y E R I N G T O N

http://www.michaelhambouz.com/
https://felicitanorris.com/home.html
https://www.ebtihalshedid.com/
https://poets.org/poem/man-who-ready
https://www.celestecebra.com/
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https://www.instagram.com/thelilbluefoxandthefairy/


W E B S I T E
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om

N E W S L E T T E R
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om /

n ew s l e t t e r

I N S T A G R A M
@THE RA C K E T R E AD ING S E R I E S

S U B M I T  Y O U R  W O R K :
h t t p s : / / t h e r a c k e t s f . c o m / s u b m i s s i o n s

P A T R E O N
www . p a t r e on . c om /

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s

http://www.theracketsf.com/
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://theracketreadingseries/
https://theracketsf.com/submissions
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries


R E A D I N G  S E R I E S

2 / 2 5

7 P M

Z O O M

THE VOID

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83792894370


T H E  E N D  I S  N I G H .
O H  W A I T ,  I T ' S  H E R E .




