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H i .

H o w  i s  e v e r y o n e ?

I ' v e  b e e n  d o w n  l a t e l y .  I  h a v e .  I ' v e  b e e n  t r y i n g  t o  f i g u r e  i t  o u t .  I t ' s  a
m i x  r e a l l y :  c o n t i n u e d  u n e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  t h e  d e h u m a n i z i n g  p r o c e s s
t h a t  i s  l o o k i n g  f o r  w o r k  i n  a n  o n l i n e  s o c i e t y ;  a  g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  f o c u s
l e a d i n g  t o  a  g e n e r a l  l a c k  o f  a m b i t i o n  l e a d i n g  t o  a  g e n e r a l  i n a b i l i t y
t o  m a k e  h e a d s  o r  t a i l s  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  o f  t i m e ;  a n d  s o m e  b i g  l i f e
c h a n g e s  r e m i n d i n g  m e  h o w  p o o r l y  I  d o  w i t h  b i g  l i f e  c h a n g e s .

I t ' s  a  l o t .  A n d  I ' d  b l a m e  m y  g l u m n e s s  o n  t h e s e  c o n t r i b u t i n g  f a c t o r s
e n t i r e l y ,  b u t ,  m a i n l y ,  i t ' s  t h i s :  o n e  y e a r  f r o m  t h i s  c o m i n g  T h u r s d a y ,
M a r c h  1 1 t h ,  t h e  W H O  d e c l a r e d  C O V I D - 1 9  a  p a n d e m i c .  

W e  h a v e  b e e n  i n  t h i s  s h i t  f o r  a n  e n t i r e  y e a r .  

O n e  w h o l e  y e a r  o f  o u r  s h o r t  e x i s t e n c e s  s p e n t  i n  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  g r i p
o f  t h i s  d i s e a s e .  O n e  y e a r  o f  h a v i n g  o u r  l i v e s  r e d u c e d  t o  t h e
s i m p l e s t ,  s m a l l e s t  r o u t i n e s .  O f  s p e n d i n g  o u r  d a y s  j u s t  c o p i n g  w i t h
h o w  d i f f e r e n t  e v e r y t h i n g  h a s  b e c o m e .  O f  b e a r i n g  t h e  w e i g h t  o f
p o s s i b l e ,  o r  a c t u a l ,  d e a t h  -  o u r  o w n  o r  o u r  l o v e d  o n e s  -  o n  o u r
s h o u l d e r s  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  

A f t e r  a l l  t h i s  t i m e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  f o r  u s  t o  c o n v i n c e  o u r s e l v e s  t h a t
w e a r i n g  a  m a s k  w h e n  w e  g o  o u t s i d e ,  s t a n d i n g  s i x  f e e t  f r o m  t h o s e
w e  o n c e  e m b r a c e d ,  i n t e r a c t i n g  t h r o u g h  o u r  c o m p u t e r s  i s  n o r m a l ,
r o u t i n e  e v e n .  T h a t  t h i s  s t r a n g e ,  h o r r i b l e  a l t e r n a t e  r e a l i t y  i s  j u s t
l i f e .

T h i s  i s  n o t  r o u t i n e .  T h i s  i s  r o u g h l y  3 6 5  d a y s  o f  t r a u m a  w e  h a v e
e x p e r i e n c e d  -  t o  v a r y i n g  d e g r e e s ,  b u t  e x p e r i e n c e d  a s  a  w h o l e ,
n o n e t h e l e s s .

Y e s ,  t h e r e  i s  v a c c i n e - f u e l e d  g l i m m e r  o f  h o p e  w a y ,  w a y ,  w a y  o f f  i n
t h e  d i s t a n c e  a n d  m a y b e ,  m a y b e ,  t h a t  c a n  c o n v i n c e  u s  t h a t  i t ' s  t i m e
t o  t h r o w  o f f  t h e  e m o t i o n a l  b a g g a g e  o f  l i v i n g  i n  q u a r a n t i n e  a n d  j u s t
g e t  b a c k  t o  h o w  w e  w e r e  b e f o r e .  

I t  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  b e  t h a t  e a s y .  

T h i s  l a s t  y e a r  h a s  l e f t  i t s  m a r k .  I f  y o u  c a n  s e e  i t  o r  y o u  c a n ' t ,  t h e r e
i s  d a m a g e  d o n e  t o  e a c h  o f  u s ,  a n d  t h e r e  w i l l  b e  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  u n t i l
t h i s  i s  o v e r ,  w h a t e v e r  t h a t  m i g h t  m e a n .  W e  m a y  b e  a b l e  t o  p o i n t  a t
t h e  w o u n d s  w e  c a n  s e e  -  m e n t a l  o r  p h y s i c a l  -  b u t  w e  c a n ' t  e v e n
b e g i n  t o  i d e n t i f y  a l l  o f  t h e   e f f e c t s  o f  t h i s  t h i n g  b e c a u s e  w e  a r e  s t i l l
s o  d e e p l y  i n  i t .  

M y  p a r e n t s  g o t  t h e i r  s e c o n d  d o s e  o f  v a c c i n e  a  f e w  w e e k s  b a c k  a n d  I
f e l t  l i g h t e r  b e c a u s e  u n b e k n o w n s t  t o  m e  I  h a d  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  t h e
w e i g h t  o f  t h e i r  h e a l t h  o n  m y  s h o u l d e r s .  I  h a d ,  f o r  s o  l o n g ,  b e e n
w o r r y i n g  a b o u t  t h e m  w i t h o u t  e v e n  k n o w i n g  i t .  

W e ' v e  a l l  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  b u r d e n s  f o r  s o  l o n g ,  w e  d o n ' t  e v e n  k n o w
t h e y ' r e  w e i g h i n g  u s  d o w n  a n y m o r e .  

I ' v e  s t a r t e d  t o  l e t  m y s e l f  b e l i e v e  t h i s  m i g h t  a c t u a l l y  h a v e  a n  e n d .
U n t i l  i t  d o e s  t h o u g h ,  l e t  y o u r s e l f  r e c o g n i z e  h o w  m u c h  y o u ' v e  b e e n
t h r o u g h ,  h o w  m u c h  h a s  c h a n g e d ,  a n d  h o w  y o u ' v e  b e e n  a f f e c t e d  b y  i t
a l l .

S i m p l y  p u t ,  t a k e  c a r e  o f  y o u r s e l f .

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .
- N
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1
-

W h a t  W e  S a i d ,  A l l  o f  U s ,
T o g e t h e r ,  W h e n  E v a n  S l a p p e d

H e r  a t  t h e  P a r t y ,  a n d  S h e
T u r n e d  t o  Y o u  a n d  Y o u  a n d

Y o u  a n d  Y o u  a n d  M e ,  a n d  b u t
W e  W e r e  A l l  V e r y  Y o u n g ,  a n d

a l s o  t h e  M u s i c  a n d  t h e
D r i n k s ,  R e m e m b e r ,  a n d

E v e r y t h i n g  W a s  L o u d ,  a n d
Y o u  D i d n ' t  S e e  I t ,  a n d  I

D i d n ' t  S e e  I t ,  C e r t a i n l y ,  a n d
b u t  I t  W a s  D a r k ,  a n d  T h e r e
W a s  N o t h i n g  S o  S u d d e n l y

D i f f e r e n t  a s  Y o u  o r  I  M i g h t
H a v e  E x p e c t e d  i n  S u c h  a

M o m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  M u s i c  W a s
V e r y  L o u d ,  R e m e m b e r ,  a n d
T h e r e  W a s  a  G a m e ,  a n d  H e
L e f t  S o o n  A f t e r  w i t h  H e r ,
a n d  b u t  W e  W a t c h e d  T h e m

L e a v e ,  a n d  O n e  o f  U s  P i c k e d
A n o t h e r  S o n g ,  a n d  Y o u  a n d  I  

 



2
-

W o n  L a t e r ,  a n d  Y o u  W e r e
S c a r e d ,  a n d  Y o u  W e r e

R e l i e v e d  Y o u  W e r e  S c a r e d ,
a n d  I  W a s  S c a r e d  a n d  R e l i e v e d

T o o ,  a n d  T h a t  a n d  I t  W a s
L o u d ,  A l l  o f  I t ,  a n d  b u t  T h e r e

W a s  N o t  E v e n  t h e  T h i n n e s t
G a s p  o f  M o o n  T h a t  N i g h t ;

W h a t  W e  S a i d  W h e n  I t
H a p p e n e d ,  R e m e m b e r ,  i n

A n s w e r ,  t o  H e r ,  t o  H i m ,  I f
W e ' r e  B e i n g  H o n e s t  

G U N N A R  O H B E R G



F a l l i n g  W i t h  G r a c e
T a n a  O s h i m a
2 0 1 0



4
-

C A R S O N  P Y N E S
T h e  L o v e r s

remember I smashed            a champagne glass      on the street outside the haunted hotel

you ordered us                                     into the bathtub                          with all our clothes on

admitted            I can't stay   kissed you        stinging nettle                split lips spilled           I never

believed you       ghosts           surround                     I made a liar out of you 



M o s a i c  I
P a b l o  M a n g a
2 0 1 7



M o s a i c  I I
P a b l o  M a n g a
2 0 1 7



M o s a i c  I I I
P a b l o  M a n g a
2 0 1 7



8
-

G A B R I E L L E  G R I L L I
S t i c k  &  P o k e

black-licorice-bite

        of disassociation sitting 
 

bottom-bellied               leaving you

              throat-heavy, eyes unfocused,

                              thoughts half

                  molded, scratching along

              milk-glass-naked-flesh 

Your lips 

              struggle to carve

out words

               like a dull saw, jagged enough

to leave a sting.

               your sighs

shatter bones––

                           rub flesh raw;

let them out slowly,

              skin 

                scraped

softly in your inner cheek,



9
-

       mouth              puckered-pink    against

the feeling of feeling nothing––

let them pick away

             at          the          frayed          bits

                           let sinew unravel,

flesh

             sink 

                           downwards

 what's a few pin pricks
 

when the whole body's been sewn



U n t i t l e d  f r o m  t h e  s e r i e s  S e n t i m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n
H i r o y o  K a n e k o
2 0 0 8



U n t i t l e d  f r o m  t h e  s e r i e s  S e n t i m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n
H i r o y o  K a n e k o
2 0 0 8



1 2
-

A L E X I S  W I L S O N

M y  M o t h e r  T e l l s  
M e  A b o u t  t h e  F i r s t  
B o y  S h e  E v e r  L o v e d

First, she talks about street names. Highways 

which cut into highways like bodies cut into bodies. 

Dry summers and oil rigs which probe the land 

heavy with machinery. As we drive over a hill filled with wheat 

she points out a distant, starry-eyed cow aimlessly grazing 

in an open field. The kernels of her childhood. 

She talks about slipping into the grain of a large silo. Stripping 

off plaid in front of a gentle boy with rough hands. 

She let him watch as she undressed in the yellow heat 

of hay stacks, horses resting their heads against the cool metal, 

braids sticky against her neck in the tangled flowers he blew into, 

to amuse her, a warm puff of air against the white petals. 

She talks about love like it is hers, 

the landfills releasing methane gas, and there, among the hills, 

I can see the outline of her body which has the same build as mine. 

Late January, like her, I let my own body bend below another body. 

roads intersect like our legs, the shadow of our bodies 

against the wall, a warm green, our mouths fitted together. 

Suddenly, I am in her New York, her meadow, her silo— 

in the hay; the heat; the flowers, opening. 



1 3
-

There, within the seed of her memory, 

I see our likenesses in everything, our bodies assembling into 

a landfill, the quick bunnies fucking in the flowers, 

the pasture, the field itself. The single quiet cow with its blank stare, 

grass anchoring itself to the roof of her mouth. 

I bend down for more.



U n t i t l e d  f r o m  t h e  s e r i e s  S e n t i m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n
H i r o y o  K a n e k o
2 0 0 8



U n t i t l e d  f r o m  t h e  s e r i e s  S e n t i m e n t a l  E d u c a t i o n
H i r o y o  K a n e k o
2 0 0 5



1 6
-

N O R M A  S M I T H
P E T !

The dog sleeps

or snores with her eyes open.

She finds herself

lying beside my desk all day.

In the middle of the night

I feel a muzzle—soft

but insistent—

letting me know

she needs comfort.

Day and night she wonders

what her person is doing

at home all day.



1 7
-

She is not complaining

but wants an explanation

that includes a reassuring

and nearly constant

caress.



T H E  

B A C K  

 P A G E
B Y
L A U R A  J A Y E  C R A M E R



T H E  W E E K L Y  M U M B L E
W O R D  S T U F F

U n s c r a m b l e  e a c h  M u m b l e  t o  f o r m  f i v e  o r d i n a r y  w o r d s .
T h e n ,  a r r a n g e  t h e  g r e e n  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  h i g h l i g h t e d  s p a c e s  t o

c o m p l e t e  t h e  p u n c h l i n e .

( A n s w e r s  n e x t  w e e k . )

L a s t  w e e k ' s  a n s w e r s :  
 
 

A B Y S S ,  N I C E R ,  I M A G E ,  T U S S L E ,  R E M A K E
 
 

T h e  f i r s t  r u l e  o f  M i m e  C l u b  i s  y o u  d o n ' t  t a l k  a b o u t  M i m e  C l u b .

OURRPA

Marriage has
pros and

cons. On one
hand you get

to wear a
ring. On the

other…

ILTRF

GTYOSD

EHOWS

LOGOBN

.'



L A S T  W E E K ' S  A N S W E R

H U S T L E  &  R E B U S T L E 
Decipher the rebus to reveal a word or phrase that fits in the circles below. 

(Remember: One letter per circle.)

one bitten, twice shy

 

THE
WRONG
TREE

THE
RIGHT
TREE

BA
RK

 B
AR

K 
BA

RK
 B

AR
K 

BA
RK
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HERE & NOW
THE QUEER
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