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H i .
 

E v e r y o n e  d o i n g  o k a y ?
 

E v e r y o n e  s t i l l  a s k i n g  
t h e m s e l v e s :

" W h a t ' s  n e x t ? "
 

W h a t  e l s e  c o u l d  2 0 2 0
u n c e r e m o n i o u s l y  d r o p  i n t o  

o u r  c o l l e c t i v e  l a p s ?
 

I f  y o u ' r e  p a y i n g  a t t e n t i o n ,  I
s h o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t o  t e l l  y o u  t h i s ,  

b u t  a c r o s s  t h e  b o a r d ,
f o r  a  v a r i e t y  o f  r e a s o n s  

-  a l l  w r a p p e d  u p  
i n  a  k n o t t y  t a n g l e  -

t i m e s ,  t h e y  a r e  a ' c h a n g i n g .
 

A n d  h a r d  e n o u g h  a s  i t  i s
t o  w r a p  o u r  u n d e r d e v e l o p e d

g r a y  m a t t e r  a r o u n d  t h i s  
p a r t i c u l a r  m o m e n t ,  

i t ' s  e v e n  h a r d e r  t o  i m a g i n e
w h a t  t h e  f u t u r e ,  n e a r  o r  f a r ,  

r e m o t e l y  l o o k s  l i k e .
 

T o  p a t  c l i c h e  o n  i t s  h e a d  f o r  a
m o m e n t :

c h a n g e  i s  h a r d ,  b u t  c h a n g e  i s  g o o d .
 

A n d  t h i s  m y  f r i e n d s ,
i s  c h a n g e  a t  a  h e i g h t e n e d  l e v e l .

 
I t  h a p p e n s  t h o u g h ,

f o r  b e t t e r  o r  f o r  w o r s e ,
a n d  w e  s u r v i v e  a n d  w e  a d a p t
a n d  h o p e f u l l y  w e  g e t  b e t t e r ,

a n d  p o s s i b l y  w e  m o v e  f o r w a r d .
 

S o  h o l d  o n ,  b r e a t h  d e e p ;
w e ' v e  a l w a y s  b e e n  m o v i n g ,

j u s t  n o t  t h i s  f a s t .
 

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .
 

-  N o a h  S a n d e r s  
T h e  R a c k e t

 



The Racket stands against 

police brutality, racism and violence 

perpetuated towards BIPOC 

communities in all forms.

DONATE:

BLACK LIVES MATTER

https://blacklivesmatter.com/

THE OKRA PROJECT

website:

https://www.theokraproject.com/

WOKE VOTE

website:

https://wokevote.us/

This is just the start. 

Learn more about defunding police:

https://www.8toabolition.com/

https://www.joincampaignzero.org/


T H E  R A C K E T  :  Q U A R A N T I N E  J O U R N A L  N O .  1 1
 
C o p y r i g h t   2 0 2 0  T h e  R a c k e t
 

P r o m o t i o n a l  r i g h t s  o n l y .  
 
T h i s  b o o k ,  o r  p a r t s  t h e r e o f ,  m a y  n o t  b e  r e p r o u d c e d  i n
a n y  f o r m  w i t h o u t  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  i n d i v i d u a l  a u t h o r s .
 
T h e  s c a n n i n g ,  u p l o a d i n g  a n d  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  t h i s
d o c u m e n t  v i a  t h e  i n t e r n e t  o r  a n y  o t h e r  m e a n s  w i t h o u t
t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  a u t h o r ( s )  i s  i l l e g a l .

T h e  c r o w d  i s  m a d d e n i n g  a n d  w e  a r e  f a r  f r o m  i t .

W W W . T H E R A C K E T S F . C O M

 

C o v e r  I m a g e :  
 
Un t i t l e d
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W E  H A V E  A  P A T R E O N

W e  a r e n ' t  i n  i t  f o r  t h e  m o n e y .  B e l i e v e  u s .
F u n d i n g  o r  n o t  w e ' l l  f i g u r e  o u t  a  w a y  t o
k e e p  g e t t i n g  g r e a t  w r i t i n g  a n d  g r e a t  a r t

i n t o  y o u r  s w e a t y  p a l m s  a t  n o  c o s t
w h a t s o e v e r .

 
T h a t  s a i d :  t h e r e  a r e  c o s t s  i n  d o i n g  w h a t

w e  d o .  
 

A n d  a n y  h e l p  w i t h  t h o s e  c o s t s  ( a n d  w i t h
t h e  c o s t s  o f  f u t u r e  T h e  R a c k e t  e n d e a v o r s )

w o u l d  b e  g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  
 

I f  n o t ,  w e  g e t  i t  a n d  w e  s t i l l  a p p r e c i a t e
y o u .

T H A N K  Y O U  T O  T H E S E  F O L K S

C A T H Y  S A N D E R S
H A L L I E  Y O U N G

J A M I E  E N G E L M A N N
C A S E Y  B E N N E T T

A N G I E  M C D O N A L D
Q U Y N H - A N  P H A N  
S P E N C E R  T I E R N E Y  

J U S T I N  S A N D E R S
D A V I D  S A N D E R S  

S A R A M A N D A  S W I G A R T
D A N I E L L E  T R U P P I

K R I S T A  P O S E L L
K U R T  W A L L A C E  

J U D Y  W E I L
 

O U R  P A T R E O N :

w w w . p a t r e o n . c o m / t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s



S U B M I T  Y O U R  W O R K

p o e t r y
p r o s e

a r t
 
 

7 5 0  w o r d s  o r
l e s s

S e n d  t o :  
 

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s @ g m a i l . c o m 



C O N T E N T S

P E T E R  T H O M A S  B U L L E N

C U R A T E D  B Y :

1

Confines 2

E R I K  P A R R A D r i v e ,  P l a n ,
B u i l d :  B u i l d

3

C H R I S T I N E  N O A  P i g e o n  I s  A  R o c k
D o v e

4

C H E L S E A  S M I T H S p e l l s  F o r  t h e
B o r e d

8

L I L I A N  C A Y L E E  W A N G n a t u r a l
d i s a s t e r s

9

H .  J A C O B  S A N D I G O N i c a r a g u a  R i s i n g 1 0

N o a h  S a n d e r s

A N N  S H E R M A N

T H E  B A C K  P A G E
B Y

L a u r a  J a y e
C r a m e r

R A C H E L L L E  R E I C H E R T U n t i t l e d
( S m i t h s o n  s a l t )

1 1

q u a r a n t i n e  
s a t o r i

N O R M A  S M I T H S h e l t e r  i n  P l a c e 1 2
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underneath the politesse

locked away within

the inner sanctum

my central

processing unit

gets hacked daily

viral eye-rolling

auto updates the default

each registered user

protected only by 

renewed subscription

to unshared access

and this speaker

on mute

1
-

q u a r a n t i n e  s a t o r i
A N N  S H E R M A N



C o n f i n e s
P E T E R  T H O M A S  B U L L E N

2
-

Imagine being exposed as human, left out to dry as human,

human hosed down, which you didn’t start out like. Imagine

like how you started out. Don’t think of the name of a train

station, don’t think of the location of a bus stop. You come to

a fork in the road, or you find a spoon someone dropped, but

who? Don’t think of the name of a woman. Leave your best

efforts to keep your worst efforts company. It’s too bad etc

about the exhausting edifice, the cover-up, designed to do

what? Gloss over the embarrassment you discovered. Make

like how it discovered you. An ambush. Don’t think of the

motel sign in the desert. No persons you can point to, which

raises the questions of what to do with persons since they are

somewhat lovely. Don’t think of the bartender’s mustache,

although impressive. Will you ever go out, once

recommended. It infers a handful. It infers danger,

adventure, the evening breeze, a snow flurry. Once you are

out as out you will one day be. The dazzling array is not cozy.

Cozy is the couch. Don’t think of the name of your mother.

Cozy is the bed. Cozy is a warm bath in a not overly large

bathroom. A overly large bathroom you have to defend from

invaders.



D r e a m ,  P l a n ,  B u i l d :  B u i l d     /   E r i k  P a r r a  /   2 0 2 0



4
-

A  P i g e o n  I s  A  R o c k  D o v e

Before poetry

Grandmother taught me to pray

Hallowed be thy name— & lost her mind.
 
             Her solemn back curled form;

             I, child, one eye cracked
 
My Grandmother lives in the shelter of my undoing 

Holds my hand, asleep; contained
 
Within her dreams my heart—

break: her black eyes grey
 
Her hair white all

at once.
 
My Grandmother all dreamspeak. Up

She floats, reels the popcorn ceiling & back

breaks heavy, glass mind shatters my bedroom
 
My Grandmother, shelter while

I unraveled

 

C H R I S T I N E  N O



5
-

My Grandmother, sheltered

Unravels—
 
             All Pigeons are Rock Doves
 
Someone told me, symbolic

of peace and good news
 
Blessed are the meek

Sky rats flock a pizza crust.
 
I feel for the one: footless straggler

Torn wing, nubbed flutter
 
Worse for wear

by way of broom  

by tire or swift kick
 
—I cheer for that one:
 
             Ain’t dead yet,

            Good for you, Bud. 

            Don’t need feet to fly, Bird—
 
 
Mourning doves, they never

bothered me; dumb things, 

all murmur & free.
 
 



6
-

They rush the tops of buildings all

at once.
 
What same circuitous thought

propels them
 
What keeps my Grandmother

tethered
 
             Hard bed & ceiling
 
             No TV, headache  

             No sleep, all horses, legs fused

             & bow tied.
 
Determined beatific thing won’t you let go?

Oh, pathetic, gentle
 
             Hobbler, I cheer for you
 
At home we mourn too early.
 
In dreams she walks through walls, 

Tells me:
 
             No sleep, headache—

             Shouts and incantations, all horses

             Old histories, these legs bowed to God
 
 

 



7
-

In the morning,

My Grandmother sees birds on the ceiling

Describes them the same.
 
Asks:
 
“Aren’t you tired, Pigeon?

Don’t you want

to stop?
 
Let go

& rest now
 
Gentle

Dove?”



S p e l l s  F o r  t h e  B o r e d     /   C h e l s e a  S m i t h  /   2 0 2 0
p h o t o  c r e d i t :  J u l i o  R o d r i g u e z



9
-

n a t u r a l  d i s a s t e r s

have you ever waited for an earthquake to meet you where you are?

the molten core, the seed of beginning and ending, of Adam and Eve

      waxes and wanes

      heaves headfirst

the approaching tide eclipses the planets

       a golden shadow

       a white woodfire

       a luminous doom

chars the edges of the sky

tilts its head

arms outstretched

blooms

cracks like the icicles of a chandelier above your head

when all i want to say is i love you

L I L I A N  C A Y L E E  W A N G



1 0
-

N i c a r a g u a  R i s i n g

Her eyes brown like gallo pinto

Bleed blue tears in a sea of fist

Raised for the next cause

Yet to be colluded by a ruler

Who promised he would never rule

Land for toda mi gente

Land as therapy

For minds that ring like fallen

cathedrals

Silent goes the shadow of the warrior

Who wept for paradise fallen

Heaven is the country

Hell is what they feed us

Our billboards speak as socialist

But hefe hoards all the reserves

Start a riot with my nacatamales

In chaos he sends his silence

Thru the smoke we remain

People de volcán

H .  J A C O B  S A N D I G O



U n t i t l e d  ( S m i t h s o n  S a l t )   /  R a c h e l l e  R e i c h e r t  /  2 0 1 5



1 2
-

S h e l t e r  I n  P l a c e

Leave the lights on

so you and I can see

what’s left
 
After the to-do list is done for the day,

for the month, for the year, and
 
A glass of wine or a puff of smoke

takes over. Don’t you wish
 
You were that clear-headed:

to relax your guard

between the clean lines
 
of Monday morning, sitting at the desk

someone else cleaned for you

over the weekend

and Sunday afternoon at home

strewn as always

 

 

 

 

N O R M A  S M I T H



1 3
-

With papers, half-eaten

poems, splayed across the bed,

bathrobe shucked and left in a pile

at the side of it,

 

So you and I

could climb between the sheets again,

clutter together, shelter in that
 
Dangerous place

we’ve spent the week

making ours.



T H E  

B A C K  

 P A G E
B Y
L A U R A  J A Y E  C R A M E R



E A T  M Y  S H O R T S  

I t ' s  M y  P a r t y

C a n  I  b o o k  o n e  o f
t h o s e  c u t e  p e t t i n g  z o o s ?  F o r  m y

f u n e r a l ,  I  m e a n .



T H E  W E E K L Y  M U M B L E
W O R D  S T U F F

U n s c r a m b l e  e a c h  M u m b l e  t o  f o r m  f i v e  o r d i n a r y  w o r d s .
T h e n ,  a r r a n g e  t h e  g r e e n  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  h i g h l i g h t e d  s p a c e s  t o

c o m p l e t e  t h e  p u n c h l i n e .

( A n s w e r s  n e x t  w e e k . )

L a s t  w e e k ' s  a n s w e r s :  
 

W A L N U T ,  O N I O N ,  A C R O S S ,  D R E S S Y ,  S T E R E O
 

K n o c k ,  k n o c k .  W h o ' s  t h e r e ?  D i s h e s .  D i s h e s  w h o ?
 

D i s h e s  S e a n  C o n n e r y .

LGNUE
Did you hear 

about the
guy who lost 
his left side? 

OTHTO 

BDHIYR

OHSEV

NYGACN

.'



B O N G G L E

S e t  a  t i m e r  f o r  t h r e e  m i n u t e s  ( h o n o r  s y s t e m ! )  t o  f i n d  a s  m a n y  w o r d s  a s  p o s s i b l e
w i t h i n  t h e  g r i d  b y  c o n n e c t i n g  l e t t e r s  h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  v e r t i c a l l y ,  o r  d i a g o n a l l y .

 
Y o u  k n o w ,  l i k e  B o g g l e .

S P L Z

A E N R

S B C E

U C U R

S C O R I N G  ( b y  w o r d ) :
 

t h r e e / f o u r  l e t t e r  -  1  p t .
f i v e  l e t t e r  -  2  p t .
s i x  l e t t e r  -  3  p t .

s e v e n  l e t t e r  -  4  p t .  

S e n d  y o u r  l i s t  o f  w o r d s  a n d  y o u r  s c o r e  t o :
t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s @ g m a i l . c o m

 
H i g h  s c o r e  g e t s  a  s h o u t  o u t  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e !



A t  o u r  m o n t h l y  e v e n t s  i n s t e a d  o f
i n t r o d u c t o r y  b i o s ,  w e  a s k  o u r  r e a d e r s  a
q u e s t i o n  a n d  t h e n  s h a r e  t h e i r  a n s w e r s .

 
W e ' d  l i k e  t o  c o n t i n u e  t h e  t r a d i t i o n .

C O N T R I B U T O R S

Q U E S T I O N :
W h a t  a r e  y o u  s e e i n g  i n  t h e  m i r r o r  t h e s e

d a y s ?

P E T E R  T H O M A S  B U L L E N
I  s e e  a  f a m i l i a r  f a c e .  I ’ d  l i k e  t o  a s k  i t  a  q u e s t i o n  b e c a u s e  i t
l o o k s  a s  i f  i t  c o u l d  a n s w e r .  T h e  f a c e  o f  a n o t h e r  o f t e n  s e e m s
t o  w e l c o m e  a  q u e s t i o n .  I  s a y  t o  w h a t  I  s e e  i n  t h e  m i r r o r :
“ D o  y o u  h a v e  a n  a n s w e r  y e t ? ”  I t  j u s t  l o o k s  b a c k  a t  m e ,  b u t
n o t  u n k i n d l y .

E R I K  P A R R A

N O R M A  S M I T H

C H E L S E A  S M I T H

R A C H E L L E  R E I C H E R T

H .  J A C O B  S A N D I G O

C H R I S T I N E  N O

A N N  S H E R M A N

Y o u  m u s t  m e a n  m y  z o o m  f r a m e ,  s h o w i n g  u n e d i t e d  b u t
s t y l i s h l y  s i l v e r  l o c k s .

S t e v e  H a r r i n g t o n ’ s  g r a n d m a

I  a m  s e e i n g  s o m e o n e  l o o k i n g  f o r  t h e  g a i n s  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e
l o s s e s .

A m e t h y s t  e y e s ,  M o l o t o v  m o u t h ,  &  a  t e l l  t a l e  h e a r t  w r a p p e d
i n   s a c u a n j o c h e s .

L I L I A N  C A Y L E E  W A N G

a h ,  t h e  m i r r o r .  o y  v e y .  s o m e o n e  o l d e r ,  a n d  n o t  m u c h  w i s e r .

I  s e e  m y s e l f  c h i l d l i k e ,  w a i t i n g  f o r  a  g i f t  t o  r e t u r n .



T H E  W E I G H T
T H U R S .  6 / 2 5

W E E K L Y
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W E B S I T E
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om

N E W S L E T T E R
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om /

n ew s l e t t e r

I N S T A G R A M
@THE RA C K E T R E AD ING S E R I E S

S U B M I T  Y O U R  W O R K :
 

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s @ g m a i l . c o m

P A T R E O N
www . p a t r e on . c om /

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s



E N D  O F  T H E  R O A D .

 

I T ' S  T H E  E N N N N D  

O F  T H E  R O A A A A D .




