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H i .

E v e r y o n e  d o i n g  o k a y ?

I ' v e  b e e n  r e a d i n g  C l a i r e  M e s s u d ' s  n e w  b o o k  o f  e s s a y s  K a n t ' s  L i t t l e
P r u s s i a n  H e a d  &  O t h e r  R e a s o n s  W h y  I  W r i t e  a s  o f  l a t e .  I t  h a s ,  a s
g o o d  w r i t i n g  a l w a y s  d o e s ,  m a n a g e d  t o  s h i f t  m y  p e r s p e c t i v e  a  b i t  o n
m y  o w n  l i f e  a n d  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  i t  i s  c u r r e n t l y  l e a n i n g .  

M e s s u d  -  i n  a n  e s s a y  e n t i t l e d  " T h e  T i m e  F o r  A r t  I s  N o w "  -  d i s c u s s e s
t h e  i d e a  o f  h e r  b i g g e s t  p a s s i o n s  -  w r i t i n g ,  a r t ,  b e a u t y ,  e t c .  -  b e i n g
s e e n  a s  s u p e r f i c i a l ,  a n d  h o w ,  o b v i o u s l y  a n d  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h i s
s t r a n g e  a n d  b r u t a l  t i m e ,  t h i s  i s n ' t  a  t r u e  s t a t e m e n t .  I t  i s n ' t  a
p a r t i c u l a r l y  o r i g i n a l  s t a t e m e n t  e i t h e r  -  a r t ,  a n d  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  i t ,
i s  s u p e r f i c i a l  o n l y  t o  t h o s e  w h o  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  i t  s u p e r f i c i a l l y .  Y o u ,
r e a d e r  o f  o n l i n e  l i t e r a r y  j o u r n a l ,  I  i m a g i n e  t h i n k  s i m i l a r l y .

I ' v e  b e e n  u n e m p l o y e d  f o r  g o i n g  o n  e l e v e n  m o n t h s  n o w .  I t  h a s ,  a s i d e
f r o m  t h e  d a i l y  p a n i c  a t t a c k  o v e r  f i n a n c e s  a n d  t h e  o p p r e s s i v e  s t a t e
o f  t h e  c o l l e c t i v e  h e a d s p a c e ,  b e e n  ( a n d  I  r e c o g n i z e  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  i n
t h i s  s t a t e m e n t )  a  p r o d u c t i v e  t i m e  f o r  m e .  I ' v e  w r i t t e n ,  I ' v e  b u i l t ,
I ' v e  c r e a t e d  a t  a  f a i r l y  b r e a k n e c k  c l i p  a n d  i t  h a s  b e e n  e x h a u s t i n g ,
b u t  a t  t i m e s ,  i t  h a s  a l s o  b e e n  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  g r o u n d i n g  m e  i n  t h i s
h u r r i c a n e  o f  a n  e r a .

T h i s  j o u r n a l  i s  b o t t o m l e s s  p i t  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i n  w h i c h  I  c a n  d u m p
a n  e n d l e s s  a m o u n t  o f  t i m e  a n d  e n e r g y  a n d  s t i l l  f e e l  l i k e  t h e r e  i s
a l w a y s  m o r e  t o  d o .  O n  m y  b e s t  d a y ,  I  c a n  c o n v i n c e  m y s e l f  t h a t  t h e
a c t  o f  c r e a t i n g  t h i s  a n d  s e n d i n g  i t  o u t  i n t o  t h e  w o r l d  i s  i m p o r t a n t ,
t h a t  t h e  r e a d e r s  o f  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l  a r e  g a i n i n g  f r o m  i t .  M o r e
o f t e n  t h a n  n o t  t h o u g h  I  t r u l y  w o n d e r  i f  t h e  w o r k  d u m p e d  i n t o  t h i s
t h i n g  o n  a  w e e k l y  b a s i s  i s  w o r t h  i t .  I f  t h i s  i s n ' t  j u s t  s o m e
s u p e r f i c i a l  d a l l i a n c e  I ' v e  c o m m i t t e d  m y s e l f  t o  a n d  t o  k e e p  m y s e l f
m o v i n g  i n  a n y  d i r e c t i o n  h a v e  c o n v i n c e d  m y s e l f  i s  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g
i n  t h e  w o r l d

A n d  t h i s  i s n ' t  a  p l e a  f o r  c o m p l i m e n t s  o r  a s s u r a n c e s  t h a t  t h i s  i s
u n t r u e .  R a t h e r ,  t h i s  i s  a  f a i r l y  c a n d i d  s n a p s h o t  o f  w h e r e  m y  b r a i n
i s  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  m o m e n t  i n  t e r m s  o f  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l .  

I  s t a r t  a  j o b  o n  M o n d a y  -  a  s h o r t - t e r m  c o n t r a c t  p o s i t i o n ,  b u t  p a y i n g
w o r k  n o n e t h e l e s s  -  a n d  t h e  n e w  j o b  h a s  m e  f r e t t i n g  o v e r  t h e  s u d d e n
d e c r e a s e  i n  a v a i l a b l e  t i m e  t o  d o  a l l  o f  t h e  t h i n g s  I ' v e  a s s i g n e d
m y s e l f  ( a l b e i t  a r b i t r a r i l y )  w o n d e r i n g  j u s t  h o w  I ' m  g o i n g  t o
a c c o m p l i s h  e v e r y t h i n g .  T h e r e ' s  a  p a r t  o f  m e  t h a t  w o n d e r s ,  " S h o u l d  I
j u s t  s t o p ? "  S h o u l d  I  j u s t  t a k e  a  b r e a t h  a n d  a  s t e p  b a c k  a n d  h a v e  a
s p a r e  m o m e n t  t o  t h i n k  a b o u t  a n y t h i n g  b u t  w h a t  I  h a v e  l e f t  o n  t h e
p l a t e  t o  f i n i s h ?  I  s e e  a  t h e o r e t i c a l  e m p t y  b l o c k  i n  m y  s c h e d u l e  a n d
i t  a l m o s t  m a k e s  m e  s a l i v a t e .

C o u l d  I  j u s t  l e t  i t  g o ?

N o .  N o  I  c a n ' t .  B e c a u s e  C l a i r e  M e s s u d  i s  a  m u c h  s m a r t e r ,  m o r e
e l o q u e n t  w r i t e r  t h a n  I  a m  a n d  s h e  i s  c o r r e c t :  t h e  t i m e  f o r  a r t  i s
n o w ,  a n d  t h e  t i m e  f o r  a r t  w i l l  a l w a y s  b e  n o w .  B e c a u s e  t h e  w o r l d  i s
a  d a r k  a n d  o f t e n  t i m e s  c r u e l  p l a c e  a n d  1 8  p a g e s  o f  a r t  a n d  w r i t i n g
e a c h  w e e k  m a y  b e  n e a r l y  n o n - e x i s t e n t  i n  t h e  s c o p e  o f  a l l  t h i n g s ,  b u t
n e a r l y  i s  n o t  n o t h i n g ,  a n d  n o t  n o t h i n g  i s ,  t h o u g h  I  c a n  c o n v i n c e
m y s e l f  o t h e r w i s e ,  a b s o l u t e l y  i m p o r t a n t .

I  g u e s s  w h a t  I ' m  s a y i n g ,  i s  d o n ' t  g i v e  u p .  I  w o n ' t  e i t h e r .

' t i l l  n e x t  t i m e ,
N
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-

V e l a d o r a s
L A U R E N  S C H A R H A G

At the Dollar General, 

they sell saint candles

in the Hispanic aisle 

alongside bags of beans and rice:

La Virgen de Guadalupe next to boxes 

of Abuelita chocolate,

Sacred Heart Jesus by the Maseca 

St. Anthony among the canned nopales.

St. Christopher got demoted, 

but is accounted for nonetheless 

alongside hominy and St. Jude.

I load my cart with them, a dollar apiece,

comfort and comfort food,

some traditions unkillable even though

I stay far away from the confessional

and the last true believer in our family 

died ten years ago.



R a m p  C A - 2 4 W ,  P l e a s a n t  H i l l  R d .  L a f a y e t t e ,  C A
L o i s  B i e l e f e l d
2 0 2 0



E x i t  1 4 B ,  C A - 2 4 E ,  P l e a s a n t  H i l l  R d .  L a f a y e t t e ,  C A
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Y o u  G a m b l e d
C A R L A  M .  C H E R R Y

Pay day.

Booze to glass. 

Glass to lip.

Gambling.

Evicted.

House to dumpy house.

When she was a little girl you tried 

to play with my mother.

Drunk, you dropped 

your only daughter, leaving her bruised.

After Grandma birthed your fifth child,

she had had enough of you and Jim Crow.

Grandma took three of her babies 

on the train from Kentucky to New York.

With both her own mother and father Gone to Glory

and money in short supply 

she had to leave her two eldest heartbeats with your mother.
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-

For two years Great-Grandmother Lena told my uncles

their mother left them because she did not love them,

never realizing the liquor she gave you to drink as a boy

to make everyone laugh

was the source of the pain, 

the failure to provide.

When Grandma got all five of her children to her new

apartment in Queensbridge

she made sure they went to church on Sundays.

Graduated high school and were working.

Three served in the military.

Two got married. 

Gave her six grandchildren you never got to meet.

Even as I sit here, your third granddaughter, 

in tears as I write this, 

I cannot hate you.

How can I, 

when my mother inherited the fullness of your cheeks?

If your soul somehow made it up to Heaven

I hope you have hugged all four of your sons 

as they cleared the Holy Gate.

Sobbed your sorrow to them, 

to Grandma, over all that you surrendered.

All those paydays.

Booze to glass,

glass to lip.

Empty bottles in a yard.



L ' e n f a n t  T e r r i b l e
J e s s i c a  E a s t b u r n
2 0 1 4
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K i d  S t u f f
C O R A  L E W I S

     Two yoga moms walk by, on a sweltering afternoon.

     “What can I give her here?” one says to the other. 

   “I can’t give her archery. I can’t give her woodworking, pottery – all of

which she gets at sleepaway.”

*

     “You’re a hateful person,” I say to Simon before leaving, in another fight

over something inconsequential.

     “Do you mean full of hate or easy to hate?” he says.

     “Hateable, easy to hate.”

     “That’s right,” he says, wrapping me up in his arms. “That’s right.”

*

     On the subway, at day’s end, some high-schoolers ring a pole, peering at

Instagram on one’s phone.

     “Maybe she’s a.”

     “I don’t think she’s a,” they’re saying.

     I assume I’m mis-hearing. Maybe “ace” or “aimed…”

     Then: “She’s definitely not a-sexual. Have you heard her talk 

about Camelia Mendez?”
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*

     “You didn’t mention to me that you’d seen her,” I said, after Simon let

something slip that gave him away. 

       “When did you see her?”

       “What am I, an encyclopedia?” he said, and I knew it would be bad.

*

     “My name is J-U-D-E,” a neighborhood boy tells my father’s knees, after

the tractor ride, tugging his pant leg.

       My father kneels to look his new acquaintance in his face.

       “Mind if we call you Jude for short?”

*

    When we end things again for good, not long after, Simon says it’s

because he doesn’t want to “detain me from my life.”

        “What does that mean?” I ask.

        “From the things you want,” he says.

        And what if what I want is you, I don’t say.

*

         "What’s your New Year’s resolution?" someone is asking at the party.

         "Oh, you know, carpe diem,” says the bore.

         "That’s good, mine’s caveat emptor. Buyer beware."

         "Mine’s lorum ipsum."

*
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*

         “Everything interests you,” Simon tells me, the next time I see him. “It’s

your best quality. The horizons of your mind are broad.”

         “You used to tell me I was too tolerant, too broad-minded,” I tell him.

         “I never should have said that.”

*

       Another time, after a long stretch of not seeing him, and then seeing

him, we exhaust all pleasantries and updates.

        "Do you want to talk things out?" I ask at last, because there is so much

left unsaid.

         "Not like that," he says. "You have to enter at an angle."

*

        Now I’m having dinner with a couple, Anne and Tom, and our friend

Liz and her young daughter.

      “Do you and Tom live together?” the girl asks Anne, making adult

conversation, her back straight.

          “Yes, we do. Do you and Liz live together?”

          “Yes, we do.”

          The child chews on this a moment, then asks, “Did you have Tom 

inside your tummy?”

*

           Once, we had fought over internet comments, Simon and I. It began

on the merits in good faith and then descended.



C h a n n e l i n g  A u r a  6
D e s i r é e  H o l m a n
2 0 0 5  /  2 0 1 2
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        “He’s a clown,” I said at last, waist-deep in an incoherent criticism 

of a piece.

        “I’m trying to make the clown a man,” he said.

        “That you would expend energy like that,” I said. “What do you 

think you are, the sun?”

*

         So I go to the Q and A at the bookstore and have a glass of 

something sweet.

      Towards the end, the wildly successful, feminist activist says: “I wish

someone had told me this wasn’t a detour from my life – that this was my

life.”

         “Why is that?” comes the follow-up.

         “I would have enjoyed it more,” she says.

*

       The one time I slept with someone who had a girlfriend, he said,     

 afterwards, “Don’t take off your earrings.”

            At first I didn’t understand, and then I did.

        “Leave no trace,” he murmured, like we were camping in a 

national park.

         Later, he’d said they had an understanding, but still double-checked

the nightstand before I left.

*

I go home with an actor.

           "You'll never get girls with a room like this," I say, clocking the mess

on every surface.



1 2
-

      "That's what they tell you," he says. "That's what they want you to

believe, the room-cleaning establishment. My experience has been... mixed."
*

     “Why are you with this guy, when he’s traveling all the time, on

location?” Simon asks. I’ve told him about the actor.

          “I trust him,” I say. “He made a promise to me.”

         “What if I make a bigger promise,” Simon says, on the subway

      platform, miming getting down on one knee. And we laugh and laugh.



L a  B e l l e  E p o q u e
J e s s i c a  E a s t b u r n
2 0 1 4
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T e g u c i g a l p a
J A R E D  R O E H R I G

i reserve my ugliness for 

the hunchbacks in my life 

who go along the street 

with strange parasols

bayonetting the sky 

tromping the boulevard

with fevers spilling from 

turkey shoes 

no matter how many times

you look at your watch 

doesn’t make it unbroke 

this bar is for the criminal 

to pay for your drinks

to pick his teeth with 

a mason’s chisel

to salute the president

and the mirror

when no one else



1 5
-

gives a damn

to look at the chips

dancing on the glass

like a scattering of

priestly roaches



R a m p  4 0 5 N ,  S h e r m a n  W a y .  V a n  N u y s ,  C A
L o i s  B i e l e f e l d
2 0 1 9
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B r o w n  B a g s

F A B R I C E  P O U S S I N

Armed with a last image of a founding father

dragging a leg dressed in borrowed denims

his gaze may be that of a serial killer.

Wednesdays mimic every one of his Sundays

the hourglass might freeze upon an ungodly hour

the neon open sign his only anchor on time.

No word is necessary behind the unkempt hair

the teenager eager for a wage and a date 

fulfills for him the usual order an icy can in a paper bag.

At the gait of a ghost the skeletal apparition exits

a feeble bell greets his departure with great glee

the clueless attendant returns to his mop.

Trucks roar by in hurricanes of diesel fumes

a common sight for this relic of another man’s life

his back to the wall of the store he lights up his death.

Testimonial fixture to the a-temporal tragedies  

the creature will stand there yet in the rehearsed dusk

the brown paper bag at his feet casualty of his own being.
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T H E  W E E K L Y  M U M B L E
W O R D  S T U F F

U n s c r a m b l e  e a c h  M u m b l e  t o  f o r m  f i v e  o r d i n a r y  w o r d s .
T h e n ,  a r r a n g e  t h e  g r e e n  l e t t e r s  i n  t h e  h i g h l i g h t e d  s p a c e s  t o

c o m p l e t e  t h e  p u n c h l i n e .

( A n s w e r s  n e x t  w e e k . )

L a s t  w e e k ' s  a n s w e r s :  

H O U S E ,  C L A S S ,  T W I N E ,  W O B B L E ,  S U D D E N

6 : 3 0  i s  t h e  b e s t  t i m e  o n  t h e  c l o c k ,  h a n d s  d o w n . )

BREJAB

I have a
chicken-

proof
lawn.
It's...

RIVEP

CLOGI

AFCRS

TAMUNU

.



B O N G G L E

S e t  a  t i m e r  f o r  t h r e e  m i n u t e s  ( h o n o r  s y s t e m ! )  t o  f i n d  a s  m a n y  w o r d s  a s  p o s s i b l e
w i t h i n  t h e  g r i d  b y  c o n n e c t i n g  l e t t e r s  h o r i z o n t a l l y ,  v e r t i c a l l y ,  o r  d i a g o n a l l y .

Y o u  k n o w ,  l i k e  B o g g l e .

S C O R I N G  ( b y  w o r d ) :

t h r e e / f o u r  l e t t e r  -  1  p t .
f i v e  l e t t e r  -  2  p t .
s i x  l e t t e r  -  3  p t .

s e v e n  l e t t e r  -  4  p t .  

S e n d  y o u r  l i s t  o f  w o r d s  a n d  y o u r  s c o r e  t o :
t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s @ g m a i l . c o m

H i g h  s c o r e  g e t s  a  s h o u t  o u t  i n  t h e  n e x t  i s s u e !

S E M M

I Y O N

I K T G

Z Qu E L



B O N G G L E

L A S T  W E E K S  W O R D S

L A S T  W E E K ' S  W I N N E R :
M a r y  E l l e n  T a l l e y

T O  B E  A  W I N N E R  -
S E N D  U S  Y O U R  

A N S W E R S !

d u g  
d u h  
d u i  
g j u  
g o r

g o r m
g o r m y
g o r y  
g o x  
g u y  
h o g  
h o x  
h u g

h u g y  
h u i  
i v y  
j o g  
j o r  
j u d  

j u d y  
j u g  
o r g y

r o g u y
u g h  
y g o  
y u g



C O N T R I B U T O R S

J O N A T H A N  A N Z A L O N E
L O I S  B I E L E F E L D

C O R A  L E W I S
F A B R I C E  P O U S S I N

J A R E D  R O E H R I G

C A R L A  M .  C H E R R Y

L A U R E N  S C H A R H A G

D E S I R É E  H O L M A N
J E S S I C A  E A S T B U R N

https://www.jonathananzalone.com/
https://www.loisbielefeld.com/
https://twitter.com/cora?lang=en
https://www.amazon.com/Poverty-Words-Frederick-Pollack/dp/1632750198
https://www.instagram.com/jared_roehrig/?hl=en
https://www.carlacherrybxpoet1.com/
http://laurenscharhag.blogspot.com/
https://www.desireeholman.com/
http://www.jessicaeastburn.com/


R E A D I N G  S E R I E S

THE FALL
+

C H R I S T I N E  N O
H A L I M  M A D I

P R E E T I  V A N G A N I
R O H A N  D A C O S T A
E L I Z A B E T H  S T I X

S A T .

 1 0 / 2 4  

7 : 4 5 P M

Z O O M

+

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85494920525?pwd=WTFKNVlDUDBRYzhhK3RvUUJnRktNQT09


W E B S I T E
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om

N E W S L E T T E R
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om /

n ew s l e t t e r

I N S T A G R A M
@THE RA C K E T R E AD ING S E R I E S

S U B M I T  Y O U R  W O R K :
h t t p s : / / t h e r a c k e t s f . c o m / s u b m i s s i o n s

P A T R E O N
www . p a t r e on . c om /

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s

http://www.theracketsf.com/
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://theracketreadingseries/
https://theracketsf.com/submissions
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries


T H E  F U S E  I S  

A B O U T  T O

R U N  O U T .




