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H i .  

H o w  i s  e v e r y o n e ?

I ' v e  b e e n  t h i n k i n g  a  l o t  a b o u t  t r a n s i t i o n  l a t e l y .  A b o u t  c h a n g e ,  a b o u t
s e g u e i n g  f r o m  o n e  p h a s e  o f  l i f e  t o  a n o t h e r .  W e  a r e  a s  a  s o c i e t y  c u r r e n t l y
i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  w h a t  a m o u n t s  t o  a n  e n o r m o u s  c h a n g e .  T h e  p a n d e m i c  f e e l s
l i k e  i t ' s  s t a r t i n g  t o  g o  i n t o  a n  e n d  p h a s e .  A n d  n o t  t o  o v e r l o o k  t h e  f a c t  t h a t
t e n s  o f  t h o u s a n d s  o f  p e o p l e  a  d a y  a r e  s t i l l  g e t t i n g  s i c k ,  w i t h  t h o u s a n d s
d y i n g ,  b u t  l i f e ,  t o  s o m e  d e g r e e ,  i s  h a p p e n i n g  a g a i n .  

W e  a r e  g a t h e r i n g  i n  g r o u p s .  W e  a r e  g o i n g  o u t  t o  e a t .  W e  a r e  e n t e r i n g  e a c h
o t h e r ' s  h o m e s  w i t h o u t  m a s k s  a n d  w i t h  l e s s  f e a r  t h a n  a n y  o t h e r  t i m e  i n  t h e
l a s t  t w o  y e a r s  o f  e x i s t e n c e .  T h e r e  i s  a  s e n s e  o f  r e t u r n ,  o f  " n o r m a l "
e x i s t e n c e  r e i n s t a t i n g  i t s e l f .  W e  a r e  s t e p p i n g  a w a y  f r o m  t h e  g r i m m e s t  d a y s
o f  t h i s  h o r r i b l e  m o m e n t  i n  h i s t o r y  a n d  s t a r t i n g  t o  m o v e  t o w a r d s ,  w e l l ,
s o m e t h i n g .  

I ' m  n o t  g o i n g  t o  t r y  a n d  g u e s s ,  o r  t o  e v e n  p i n p o i n t ,  w h a t  a n  e n d  t o
p a n d e m i c  l o o k s  l i k e ,  b u t  I  c a n  s a y  t h i s :  w e  a r e n ' t  t h e r e  y e t .  N o t  a t  a l l .
W e ' r e  i n  w h a t  I  b e l i e v e  t o  b e  t h e  h a r d e s t  p a r t  o f  a n y  m a j o r  s h i f t :  t h e
u n f o r m e d  g r a y n e s s  b e t w e e n  t w o  p o i n t s  o n  a  t i m e l i n e .  T h e  m o m e n t  w h e r e
o n e  t h i n g  i s  s t a r t i n g  t o  f a d e  a n d  a n o t h e r  i s  r i s i n g  f r o m  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l
o o z e  a n d  e v e r y o n e  i s  t r y i n g  t o  b a l a n c e  t h e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  j u s t  l i v i n g  l i f e
w i t h  t h e  e v e n  g r e a t e r  c h a l l e n g e s  o f  a d j u s t i n g  t h a t  l i f e  t o  t h e  n e w
s i t u a t i o n .  

W e  a r e  a l l  t r y i n g  t o  e x i s t  w i t h i n  t h e  p r e d e t e r m i n e d  s t r u c t u r e  o f  l i f e  a s
i t ' s  b e i n g  t o r n  d o w n  a r o u n d  u s .  I t ' s  e m o t i o n a l  f r o n t i e r  l i v i n g  o n  a  g l o b a l
s c a l e  a n d  w i t h o u t  a n y o n e  h a v i n g  a s k e d ,  w e  h a v e  a l l  b e e n  d r o p p e d  s m a c k
d a b  i n  t h e  m i d d l e  o f  i t .  T h e  w o r l d  h a s ,  f o r  a l l  i n t e n t s  a n d  p u r p o s e s ,
b r o k e n ,  t h e  c r a c k s  a n d  w o u n d s  o n  a l l  l e v e l s ,  i n  e v e r y  a s p e c t ,  o f  s o c i e t y
t h a t  h a d  b e c o m e  s o  s a d l y  c o m m o n p l a c e  t h e y  j u s t  t o o k  o n  t h e  f a c a d e  o f
" l i v i n g "  a r e  b u r i e d  n o  l o n g e r .  T h e  p a n d e m i c  w a s ,  a n d  i s ,  a  s o c i e t y - a l t e r i n g
e v e n t  t h a t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  r e v e a l  i t s  e f f e c t s  f o r  d e c a d e s ,  c e n t u r i e s  e v e n .  

T r a n s i t i o n  i s  n o t  e a s y ,  e v e r ,  a n d  t h i s  b l e a k  s t r e t c h  o f  t i m e  f e e l s  e v e n
h a r d e r .  W e  a r e  e a c h ,  p e r s o n a l l y ,  t r y i n g  t o  c o m e  t o  g r i p s  w i t h  t r a u m a  o n  a
s c a l e  u n s e e n  b y  m o s t  l i v i n g  t o d a y  w h i l e  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  t r y i n g  t o  k e e p
u p r i g h t  a s  t h e  g r o u n d  b e n e a t h  o u r  f e e t  s e e m s  t o  h e a v e  a n d  b u c k l e  o n  a
d a i l y  b a s i s  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  t h e  f u t u r e  w e  a r e  i n e v i t a b l y  m o v i n g  t o w a r d s
l o o k s  g r i m  a n d  m u r k y  a t  v e r y  b e s t .

I  w a n t  t o  b e  p o s i t i v e  h e r e  a n d  s a y  s o m e t h i n g  l i k e ,  " h o l d  o n ,  t h i n g s  a r e
g e t t i n g  b e t t e r ,  w e  j u s t  h a v e  t o  w a i t  t h i s  o u t "  b u t  I  d o n ' t  b u y  i t .  W e  a s
h u m a n  b e i n g s  o n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l  s c a l e  n e e d  t o  s e e  t h i s  p e r i o d  o f  t i m e  f o r
w h a t  i t  i s :  a  d r a w n  o u t  s h i f t  f r o m  w h a t  w e  k n e w  t o  w h a t  w e  d o n ' t  a n d  w e
n e e d  t o  h a v e  a g e n c y  i n  n o t  o n l y  r e c o g n i z i n g  t h i s ,  b u t  r e a l i z i n g  t h a t  w e
a r e  s t e p p i n g  i n t o  u n k n o w n  t e r r i t o r y  a n d  w e  a r e  n o t  a l w a y s  g o i n g  t o  d o  i t
g r a c e f u l l y .  I t  m i g h t  l o o k  t h e  s a m e ,  b u t  w e  a r e  e m e r g i n g  f r o m  t h e  d a r k n e s s
i n t o  a  n e w  w o r l d  a n d  w e  a r e  g o i n g  t o  m a k e  m i s t a k e s  a s  w e  t r y  t o  f i g u r e  i t
o u t .  B i g  o n e s ,  s m a l l  o n e s ,  e v e r y t h i n g  i n - b e t w e e n  a n d  t h a t ' s  n o t  o n l y  o k a y ,
i t ' s  j u s t  t h e  w a y  w e  s t u m b l e  f o r w a r d .  A n d  t h o u g h  e v e r y t h i n g  m i g h t  n o
l o n g e r  b e  t h e  s a m e ,  t h i s  a w k w a r d  c l a w i n g  a n d  s c r a t c h i n g  t o  d r a g
o u r s e l v e s  i n t o  t h e  n e x t  s t a g e  o f  l v i i n g ,  i t  i s  q u i t e  p o s s i b l y  t h e  m o s t
r e c o g n i z a b l y  h u m a n  t h i n g  w e  d o .

W e  j u s t  n e e d  t o  b e  a w a r e  o f  i t ,  t o  a l l o w  o u r s e l v e s  t o  c h a n g e ,  t o  g i v e
o u r s e l v e s  t h e  t i m e  t o  c o n s c i o u s l y  s t r u g g l e  w i t h  w h a t  w e ' v e  l o s t  a n d  w h a t
m i g h t  b e  c o m i n g  d o w n  t h e  p i p e .

T r a n s i t i o n  i s n ' t  e v e r  e a s y ,  b u t  i f  w e  t r y  t o  i g n o r e  t h i s  p a r t ,  i t ' s  o n l y  g o i n g
t o  b e  m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .

N
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1
-

which is my way of saying 

i’ve never met a red flag 

who didn’t make me want 

to write a poem about their hands 

you, the rotting gut of the sea

me, the hopeful fisherman 

you have ruined so many things 

before me, tell me about your ex’s 

daydreams, your collapsing 

liver, your mother’s favorite sweater 

which sat, vodka sogged, 

in the trunk of your car 

for an entire summer. i palm the top 

of your thigh, proposing myself 

as your next crumbling skyline. 

nevermind this watery grave, 

do you have enough fruit 

in your fridge to last us 

O n  O u r  F i r s t  D a t e ,
I  T e l l  Y o u  M y  V e n u s  

i s  i n  A r i e s
S Y D N E Y  V O G L



2
-

until saturday? can i tell you 

that you have the most brilliant 

teeth i’ve ever seen? i want them 

crooked & shipwrecked on my lips.



Un t i t l e d
J o e l  P .  G o l d s m i t h
2 0 2 1



4
-

I think if you have to develop 

 a fancier word for innocent

 then there is something 

 hanging off pinky fingernails

 Reminiscent of quick desserts

 consumed after platefuls of 

 family style plates designated

 for two side-eyed by waiters

 That piece attempted to tuck

 behind leftover strands that

 used to be bangs or orange

 turtlenecks to close out August 

 Do you hold filled notebooks

 & empty tissue boxes to the

 same standard or is lavender

 too overwhelming at this point

 Once the smoke clears before

 automatically rekindling we’ll

 see that swimming in harm 

 doesn’t require much effort

i n n o c u o u s
R E B E C C A  S A M U E L S O N



Wa l k e r
K a t y  W e l s h
2 0 2 0



6
-

Listen: I want to make myself a castaway in the still center

of this ocean. I want the wind to push me back

to when I couldn’t swim and leave me there. I want low tide

to hang upside-down from the clouds and tell me,

like you used to do, that I’m improbable, impossible. I want

the fish to teach me how to breathe underwater

and how to dance with whales and not be eaten. But before

I reach the water, their bodies are already writhing

above the surface, heavy with stillborn waves, tails knotting

the air like sailors on a capsizing ship. They are

drowning, gills flooded with too much salt, or not enough,

shimmering a last-ditch lighthouse for a dozen

miles offshore. Listen: yesterday, I slipped an empty bottle

into the water and watched as the air pushed

skyward and the plastic grew murky with heavy metals.

Since you left, the pearls have lost their sheen

to the dark, and the shells have clawed their way to drier

land, ribs of sea-music scattered in their wake.

A n  U n n a t u r a l  
B o d y  o f  W a t e r

M A G G I E  W A N G



Sw i mm e r s
K a t y  W e l s h
2 0 2 0



8
-

The cellar door rattles, little feet tap tap tapping,

 the lime is trying to climb out of my gin and the mummies

 are escaping the walls where I thought I’d plastered them in,

 with a statue of St. Joseph and a crust of bread.

The roots of the old tree are writhing, the tree is scooting

 along, shimmying, astonished squirrels scampering, everything

 shaken and hyphenated and summoned, all the verbs gerunds, 

 except for tap tap and rat a tat, death watch, death dance.

We stick our heads out of windows and see them rollicking,

 jaws tied with kerchiefs, everything percussion, can’t help but tap along, 

 here comes everybody, zombie kittens and bone-horses, everyone a super 

 model now, too sexy for my skin, throwing glitter and shouting hurrah.

I said I needed more dancing. I said I needed to drop a few pounds.

 Now look at me sweetie, did you say you wanted some of this?

 I’ve got gin, I’ve got lime, I’ve got holy water and a crust of bread,

 come dance with me, come feel this forever tomorrow the end. 

D a n s e  M a c a b r e
R E B E C C A  B R A T T E N  W E I S S



Un t t i l e d
J o e l  P .  G o l d s m i t h
2 0 2 1



1 0
-

dude, i call my brothers   

talk football & warriors

nyc pastrami from katz’s

sprinkled with i’m moving 

to idaho or kida licked me

awake after i collapsed

circling round imaginary

tracks in mario kart

close enough to bump

fists without dipping

in condensed milk

we eat with a spoon

latchkey trinity learned

filipino cha cha at midnight

pusoy dos in the summer

jumped on muni, held

at gunpoint, accused

of shoplifting, rotated 

l a t c h k e y  
t r i n i t y

K A R I N A  F A N T I L L O



1 1
-

carousel hospital visits

with papa, we stick

like white on rice

scratching eczema-

flared skin whetting

a bolo that can slice
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