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H e l l o .

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  n e w  y e a r ,  s a m e  a s  t h e  l a s t .  

A s  y o u  m a y  h a v e  n o t i c e d  t h i s  i s  o u r  6 0 t h  i s s u e  o f  T h e  R a c k e t
J o u r n a l .  I  t h o u g h t  t o  c e l e b r a t e  w h a t  t o  m e  s e e m s  a  r i d i c u l o u s
n u m b e r  o f  t h e s e  t h i n g s  I ' d  s w a l l o w  d o w n  t h e  h a r d  s t o n e  o f  r a g e  I
u s u a l l y  s l i n g s h o t  a t  t h e s e  p a g e s  a n d  v e n t u r e  i n t o  r a r e l y  s e e n  r e a l m
o f  s e n t i m e n t a l i t y .  B r a c e  y o u r s e l f .

T h e s e  l a s t  f e w  y e a r s  h a v e n ' t  b e e n  e a s y  o n  a n y o n e ,  m y s e l f  i n c l u d e d .
W e  a r e  c r e e p i n g  s l o w l y  i n t o  a  t h i r d  y e a r  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  o u r
g o v e r n m e n t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  s t r e t c h  a n d  m o r p h  i n t o  a n  i n e f f i c i e n t ,
u n r e c o g n i z a b l e  s h a p e  a n d  e v e r y d a y  i s  a n  e x e r c i s e  i n  b l o c k i n g  o u t
e n o u g h  o f  t h e  b a d  j u s t  t o  g e t  b y .  I t  i s  a  h e a v y  f e e l i n g  a n d  w e  h a v e
a l l  b e e n  c a r r y i n g  i t  f o r  f a r  t o o  l o n g .

I ' v e  s a i d  t h i s  b e f o r e  b u t  w e  c o n t i n u e  t o  e x i s t  i n  w h a t  a m o u n t s  t o  a n
i m m e n s e  c o l l e c t i v e  t r a u m a .  A n d  t h o u g h  w e  a s  a  s o c i e t y  k e e p  t r y i n g
t o  j u s t  m o v e  p a s t  a l l  o f  t h i s ,  I  t h i n k  i t ' s  t i m e  t o  s t a r t  c o m i n g  t o
t e r m s  w i t h  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h i s  i s  h o w  i t  i s .  M a y b e  n o t  f o r e v e r ,  b u t  f o r
a  a t  l e a s t  a  v e r y ,  l o n g  w h i l e .

S o  w h a t  d o  w e  d o ?  H o w  t o  d o  w a k e  u p  e v e r y  m o r n i n g  w i t h  t h e  w e t
b l a n k e t  o f  l i f e  d r a p e d  o v e r  u s  a n d  j u s t  k e e p  o n  k e e p i n g  o n ?  I  d o n ' t
h a v e  a  f i x - a l l  o r  e v e n  a  s o l u t i o n  b u t  r a t h e r  a  s u g g e s t i o n  b a s e d  o n
w h a t  I ' v e  g a r n e r e d  f r o m  m y  o w n  e x p e r i e n c e .

I  h a v e  b e e n  l u c k y  e n o u g h  t o  h a v e  T h e  R a c k e t  a s  a  d u m p i n g  g r o u n d
f o r  m y  c r e a t i v e  e n e r g y  a n d ,  m o r e  o f t e n  t h a n  n o t ,  m y  e m o t i o n a l
b a g g a g e  f o r  n e a r l y  t h e  e n t i r e t y  o f  t h e s e  l a s t ,  c h a l l e n g i n g  y e a r s .  I
h a v e  h a d  o n  a  w e e k l y ,  n o w  b i - w e e k l y  b a s i s ,  b o t h  a  b r i g h t  s p o t  a n d
a  p r o j e c t  t h a t  I  c o u l d ,  i n  t h e  d a r k e s t  m o m e n t s ,  c l i n g  t o .  A  d e a d l i n e .
A  s e l f - m a n d a t e d  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  a  c o m m u n i t y  t h a t  d r a g g e d  m e
u p r i g h t  w h e n  I  m o s t  w a n t e d  t o  j u s t  p u l l  t h e  d r a p e s  a n d  c l o s e  m y
e y e s  a n d  p u t  t h e  w o r l d  o u t  o f  s i g h t  a n d  o u t  o f  m i n d .  W h e n  I  l o o k
b a c k  i n t o  t h i s  g r e y  l i m b o  o f  2 0 2 0  a n d  2 0 2 1  a n d  t h i n k  o f  a l l  w e ' v e
l o s t  a s  a  s o c i e t y  a n d  a s  i n d i v i d u a l s  I  c a n  p u s h  b a c k  t h e
o v e r w h e l m i n g  m e l a n c h o l y  b y  h o l d i n g  t i g h t  t o  t h e  g r i t t y  p r i d e  o f
h a v i n g  d o n e  t h i s  t h i n g  f o r  s i x t y  i s s u e s .  I t  d o e s n ' t  m a k e  e v e r y t h i n g
b e t t e r – n o t h i n g  w i l l – b u t  i t  r e m i n d s  m e  e v e n  i n  t h e  w o r s t  o f  t i m e s
t h e r e  w a s  s o m e t h i n g  I  d i d  t h a t  f e l t  g o o d .

M y  a d v i c e :  f i n d  t h a t  s o m e t h i n g .  

I t  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a n y t h i n g  o f  n o t e .  I t  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e
a n y t h i n g  y o u  c r e a t e d .  I t  d o e s n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  a n y t h i n g  b u t  a  f o o t h o l d
i n  t h e  m u c k  t o  r e m i n d  y o u  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  g o o d  a m o n g s t  a l l  t h i s
s h i t .  A  s i n g l e ,  f r a c t i o n a l  m o m e n t  w h e r e  y o u  p u l l e d  y o u r  h e a d  f r o m
t h e  c h o p p y  w a t e r s  a n d  b r e a t h e d  d e e p l y  a n d  r e m e m b e r e d  t h a t  y o u
e x i s t e d  o u t s i d e  o f  a l l  o f  t h i s .  T h a t  t h e r e  i s ,  s m a l l  a s  i t  m a y  b e ,
g o o d ,  w h a t e v e r  t h a t  m i g h t  m e a n  t o  y o u ,  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d  a n d
y o u  a r e  a  p a r t  i t .

T h a t ' s  i t .  T h a t ' s  a l l .  A  m i l e s t o n e  a l w a y s  g e t s  m e  f e e l i n g  s a p p y ,  s o  I
a p p r e c i a t e  y o u  i n d u l g i n g  m y  l i m p  s w i n g  a t  i n s p i r a t i o n .

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .

N
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( u n t i t l e d )
A p o l o g yY E R R I E  C H O O

1
2

A N N A  I D E L E V I C H 3S e a g u l l s

D e a r  S a m  D e a r  S a m
D e a r  S a m  D e a r  S a m
D e a r

5

P A U L  
C O R M A N - R O B E R T

9

Y E R R I E  C H O O 1 0

E M I L Y  P I N K E R T O N

C A L L I E  S .
B L A C K S T O N E

N O A H  D E E M E R 1 1

Apology

9 : 3 0  A M ,  I N  T H E
S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y

Doom Haiku #5

A N N E  G A R V E Y 4M e a n s  T o  A n  E n d

A N N E  G A R V E Y 8C o r d  T a n g l e
A N N E  G A R V E Y 6Y a r n  T a n g l e
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1
-

without the water running

the shower

is just another place

that needs cleaning. 

( u n t i t l e d )
E M I L Y  P I N K E R T O N



A p o l o g y
Y e r r i e  C h o o
2 0 1 8



3
-

Seagulls waves in the night fed

endless

the squeals of the mind of the sea,

wings, beaks beat.

And when they were awakened

city screams

then thoughts grabbed the floor

drunk, powerless ...

Pushed, you pushed me,

but said he was shaking me.

I fell asleep, the city fell asleep,

only the windows blink in a dream.

S e a g u l l s
A N N A  I D E L E V I C H



M e a n s  T o  A n  E n d
A n n e  G a r v e y
x x x x



5
-

I.

In the movie, the character writes the phrase over

and over, scratches out some and leaves

others. He thinks opening, middle,

closing. His third grade teacher’s 

voice still comes to mind when he starts

a new project, even after all this time,

even after his successful writing career. Dear Sam 

Dear Sam Dear

Sam 

II. 

I want to pause the movie

and transcribe what the character says

on the tape recording. It is something like: My heart

is full of love for you or I love you

completely--words lovers say

to each other, words I say 

to you, my Sam. I want to write down

the words that make his partner

wrestle him to the ground

so I can write them to you,

so I can feel the strength of your arms

pushing me, holding me down.

III.

I’ve dreamed of the letters 

D e a r  S a m  D e a r  S a m  
D e a r  S a m  D e a r  S a m  D e a r

C A L L I E  S .  B L A C K S T O N E
A f t e r  t h e  f i l m  S u p e r n o v a



Y a r n  T a n g l e
A n n e  G a r v e y
x x x x



7
-

I would leave you, Sam--

taped to front or bathroom

or bedroom door or folded

into elaborate shapes to ensure 

you notice them on the cluttered table.

I’ve dreamed of where I’d smuggle

my body--left to bleed out on the bed, 

left to float dead, pale as a pickle, in the tub. 

I’ve dreamed of climbing into the hills

and hanging myself--they’ll find my car, 

but never my remains. The rope will eventually

break with the weight of my corpse, my corpse

will crumple to the ground, curious animals will sniff

and pull my meat apart, scatter it

amongst tree roots. But why bother

with all that? I can just climb

into the hills, curl up on the ground, 

never get up; I can whittle myself down 

to nothing, my remains down

to nothing, until they intermingle with the dirt 

a passing dog will eventually piss on.

I’ve dreamed of angry words. In my letter

I will reassure you that I didn’t use one

of your guns, that you don’t have to worry

about your guns, I’ve wondered if you’d be more upset

over the loss of me or your guns, which is it, me 

or the guns, but I’m lying, 

I’ve opened the cabinet, I’ve opened the drawer--

I’ve looked at the guns--I like putting my hand on the one

in the drawer, the cool heavy metal a reassurance 

amongst hot tears, I like putting my hand on your

gun Sam Dear Sam Dear           Sam                   Dear Sam

I like putting my hand on your gun



C o r d  T a n g l e
A n n e  G a r v e y
x x x x



9
-

It’s 9:07 am and 85 degrees already. A young hipster, wearing the style of yesterday,

backpack, manbun wildly splayed, only the rough sneakers giving any clue his destination is

either someone else’s couch or perhaps the rollicking clubhouse where the local football

heads drink in opening day of the NFL. He sees the junkie shambling down the sparsely used

sidewalk here in the ‘burbs, and he’s not sure how cool he should play so he talk-sings his

little backside burler song while dance-skipping across East Broadway in the Valley.

In San Francisco he would be a “tourist.” Here in this endless series of abandoned box store

strips littered between Post Falls and the Spokane Valley, he is “homeless.”

He remains blissfully unaware of the sedan peeling out of the parking lot of the newly

renovated megachurch that sits just off the corner of the boulevard. The sedan accelerates

followed by a long lean on the horn; teenage church rednecks lean out the open window,

eyes glaring at the junkie, yelling “nice ass bitch” and keep staring down the road at anyone

who has the nerve to stare back; a surrogate lynching waiting to go down in the name of

their lord God Trump.

Quiet filters back down on the other side of the megachurch’s fence, where half demolished

houses and their associated in-law structures crouch low in the soft, overgrown grass just

waiting to host a burst of wildfire, the “No Trespassing” signs barely visible beneath angry

white boy graffiti, “Go home Mexikin Faggits.” 

At least their hate is intersectional

the junkie muses while staring at the territorial markings of men with no future who have

been told all their lives that something dark and sweet is owed to them. 

It’s 9:30 am and already 88 degrees with no respite in sight.

9 : 3 0  A M ,  E A S T  B R O A D W A Y
I N  T H E  S P O K A N E  V A L L E Y

P A U L  C O R M A N - R O B E R T S



A p o l o g y
Y e r r i e  C h o o
2 0 1 8



1 1
-

A cold shiny fish is a rustle 

of hands at the wet pier of dawn. 

A brain is a day.

D o o m  H a i k u  # 5
N O A H  D E E M E R
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Y E R R I E  C H O O
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