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H e y .

I ' m  w r i t i n g  t h i s  o n  E l e c t i o n  D a y .  I  v o t e d  b y  m a i l  t w o
w e e k s  a g o  a n d  a s i d e  f r o m  t h e  l i n g e r i n g  c h u r n  o f
a n x i e t y  a b o u t  h o w  t o d a y  i s  p o s s i b l y  ( p r o b a b l y ? )
g o i n g  t o  g o ,  I  a c t u a l l y  f e e l  p r e t t y  d e t a c h e d  f r o m  t h e
w h o l e  t h i n g .  A n d  n o t  j u s t  t h e  e l e c t i o n ,  b u t  t h e  w h o l e
s y s t e m  o f  p o l i t i c s  w e  s t i l l  c l i n g  t o  i n  t h i s  c o u n t r y .

W e – a n d  b y  w e  I  m e a n  p r o g r e s s i v e s  f o r  t h e  m o s t
p a r t – k e e p  s l a p p i n g  o u r  f o r e h e a d s  a s  o u r  c o u n t r y
s p i n s  f u r t h e r  a n d  f u r t h e r  d o w n  t h e  d r a i n .  W e  w a t c h
w h a t  a m o u n t s  t o  a  p o w e r f u l  s l i v e r  o f  t h e
p o p u l a t i o n – c o n s e r v a t i v e s  a n d  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  u l t r a -
c o n s e r v a t i v e s – k e e p  a  s t r a n g l e h o l d  o n  m e a n i n g f u l
c h a n g e  a n d  a l l  w e  c a n  d o  i s  p o u n d  o u r  c o l l e c t i v e
t a b l e s  a n d  a s k  " W h y ? "  

T h e  a n s w e r  i s  s i m p l e :  t h e  s y s t e m  i s  b r o k e n .

E v e r y o n e  k n o w s  i t .  E v e r y o n e  l o o k s  a t  t h e  w a y  o u r
g o v e r n m e n t  w o r k s – t h e  v o t i n g  p r o c e s s ,  t h e  l a y e r s  o f
b u r e a u c r a c y ,  t h e  g e r r y m a n d e r i n g ,  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t
T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t ,  e t c . – t a k e s  a  d e e p  b r e a t h  a n d
r a i s e s  t h e i r  e y e b r o w s .  O u r  p r e c i o u s  d e m o c r a c y  i s
f l o u n d e r i n g  b e c a u s e  t h e  s y s t e m  w e  b u i l t  2 5 0  y e a r s
a g o  d o e s n ' t  f u n c t i o n  i n  w h a t  a m o u n t s  t o  a
c o m p l e t e l y  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r y .  

P o l i t i c i a n s  k n o w  t h i s .  T h e y  k n o w  h o w  l i t t l e  s e n s e  i t
m a k e s  t h a t  9  p e o p l e  i n  b l a c k  r o b e s  c a n  c h a n g e  t h e
l i v e s  o f  5 1 %  o f  t h e  p o p u l a t i o n  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s .
T h e y  k n o w  h o w  i n e f f e c t i v e  i t  i s  t h a t  a  f o u r  y e a r
p r e s i d e n t i a l  t e r m  i s  r e a l l y  t w o  y e a r s  o f  g o v e r n a n c e
a n d  t w o  y e a r s  o f  r u n n i n g  f o r  o f f i c e .  T h e y  k n o w  t h i s ,
a n d  t h e y  d o n ' t  c a r e .  B e c a u s e  e v e n  i f  i t ' s  a  b r o k e n
s y s t e m ,  i t ' s  t h e  s y s t e m – o n  b o t h  s i d e s  o f  t h e  a i s l e –
t h e y  k n o w  h o w  t o  g a m e  b e s t .  

A n  i n c r e a s i n g l y  n e g a t i v e  p a r t  o f  m e  w a n t s  t o  j u s t
r a n t  a n d  r a v e  a b o u t  h o w  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n ,  v o t i n g  i s
t h r o w i n g  a n  S O S  i n  a  g l a s s  b o t t l e  i n t o  a  p o o l  o f  a c i d .
I t  t r u e  t h o u g h .  V o t i n g – i n  t h i s  m o m e n t  e s p e c i a l l y – h a s
n e v e r  b e e n  m o r e  i m p o r t a n t .

I f  t h i n g s  a r e  g o i n g  t o  g e t  b e t t e r  i n  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s
w e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  s i m p l e ,  p r a c t i c a l  c h a n g e s  t o  t h e
r o t t i n g  p o l i t i c a l  a r c h i t e c t u r e .  W e  n e e d  t o  l o o k  a t
t e r m  l i m i t s  f o r  T h e  S u p r e m e  C o u r t .  W e  n e e d  t o  l o o k –
a g a i n – a t  c a m p a i g n  f i n a n c e  r e f o r m .  W e  n e e d  t o  m a k e
f o u n d a t i o n a l  r e p a i r s  t o  o u r  g o v e r n m e n t  t h a t  l i m i t
b a l d - f a c e d  c o r r u p t i o n .  A n d  w e  n e e d  t o  d o  s o  a s  t h e
w o r l d  o v e r h e a t s  a n d  f a s c i s t s  t a k e  p o w e r  g l o b a l l y
a n d  t h e  o l d  g u a r d  o f  g o v e r n m e n t  d o e s  w h a t e v e r  i t
c a n  t o  k e e p  a  t o x i c  s t a t u s  q u o .  W e ' v e  d u g  o u r s e l v e s  a
d e e p  h o l e  a n d  g e t t i n g  o u t  i s  g o i n g  t o  b e  h a r d ,
c o m p l i c a t e d  w o r k .  A n d  t h a t ' s  w h y  v o t i n g  m a t t e r s .



I f  w e ' r e  g o i n g  t o  c h a n g e  t h e  s y s t e m ,  w e  n e e d  t o  e l e c t
p e o p l e  w i t h i n  t h e  s y s t e m  w h o  w a n t  t o  d o  j u s t  t h a t .
W e  n e e d  y o u n g ,  h u n g r y  p o l i t i c a l l y  m i n d e d  p e o p l e
w h o  a r e  t i r e d  o f  t h e  b u l l s h i t  a n d  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t
c h a n g e  i s n ' t  g o i n g  t o  c o m e  i n  f i t s ,  s p u r t s  a n d  H a i l
M a r y s .  C h a n g e  w i l l  c o m e  i n  g e t t i n g  i n t o  t h e  n i t t y
g r i t t y  o f  g o v e r n a n c e ,  s h i n i n g  a  l i g h t  o n  t h e  a l r e a d y
g l a r i n g l y  a p p a r e n t  p a i n  p o i n t s  a n d  t h e n  a d d r e s s i n g
t h e m .  

Y o u r  v o t e ,  I  h o p e ,  p u t s  t h o s e  p e o p l e  i n  o f f i c e .  Y o u r
v o t e  g i v e s  t h i s  a i l i n g ,  b r o k e  d o w n  c o u n t r y  a  c h a n c e .
Y o u r  v o t e ,  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  c y n i c s  a m o n g s t  u s  w a n t
a r g u e  o t h e r w i s e ,  m e a n s  s o m e t h i n g .

A n d  I  k n o w ,  t h e  e l e c t i o n  i s  o v e r  a n d  w e ' r e  n o w  a l l
l i v i n g  i n  t h e  a f t e r ,  b u t  i f  y o u  v o t e d ,  g o o d  w o r k .  Y o u
f o u g h t ,  e v e n  i f  i n c r e m e n t a l l y ,  t o  s h o r e  u p  o u r
e r o d i n g  c o u n t r y .  

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e ,
N
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F a m i l i a r  P a r t s
S t r a u s s  L o u w
C o u r t e s y  o f  W H A T I F T H E W O R L D
2 0 2 2

https://www.whatiftheworld.com/


2

               I can see neighbors partying across the complex

               felled shadows                    tawny blur 

               can’t make a decision

               chimney swifts                   percussive airs

                                                              I blow a goose horn, my bleeding gums

                                                              how do we ask for what we need

our bells are rattled now

time for self-interrogation

                    triplets or singles  

                    flawed tender selves
 

                                                              my hands tremble quiet now

-

M A W  S H E I N  W I N

Y o u  c u r e d  m e ,  n o ,  
y o u  c u r e d  y o u r s e l f



F l o a t
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T o p
S t r a u s s  L o u w
C o u r t e s y  o f  W H A T I F T H E W O R L D
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i wore a coat made of plastic silver since i thought it made me look like elvis and both grandma

and i were shocked when the cashier it was a coat meant for girls and i was six years old

so i wasn't clear what the cashier meant and grandma scoffed with every ounce of disdain

in her pendleton-wrapped body and she bought me the costume jacket because i had just got

done testifying to the sheriff about where / exactly / the damage had been done and the school

counselor was on the stand who pops says was always out to get him anyways and i just

wanted to wear a jacket that made me feel like a king and it didn't matter to me if it was sewn

for a queen because there was a terrible freedom to just dream of royalty at that point at all

5
-

P A O L O  B I C C H I E R I

t h a n k s  h a r r y  f o r  m a k i n g  i t  a
l i t t l e  m o r e  n o r m a l
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8

I didn't grow up in a blue collar part of town, but there were blue collar parts to it, and when I went

into them as a kid I knew there was a difference, only not exactly what that difference was. Now,

these days, I'm well aware, and never go down there. Funny how that works. Truth be told, though, I

don't really go anywhere. Instead, I send out my agents, and get them to report back. They take

photographs, many of them first rate in composition, lighting, color saturation. But I'm not so

interested in that—the ontology of the aesthetic—than in the information. Yes, you guessed it, full

disclosure, I'm a content over form kind of guy. If one of them, for instance, shoots from the bottom of

a hill, below the social, which is also the geographical, strata of the subject, is he implying that he's

better off than they are? Or worse? And does the fact that they—the subjects—pass him by, on their

way down even lower on the hill, meaning that theirs is an act of will, tracing a beeline to their own

personal doom? Does the photograph imply that being down and out is, as a bleeding man once said

to me in a city park, a lifestyle choice? That living in a bombed out city is a carefully considered

decision? Could they, in other words, choose to stand still rather than continue the descent? Or even

turn around? To face uphill, to envision a better future, that's something, if only it was up to the

individual mind. Is the photograph, in this case, not only documenting personal failings but also

offering a corrective? I know, I have lots of questions. Still, it seems very Protestant to me, I tell my

agent, whose name, in this instance, happens to be Karl. By this point in our conversation I'm yelling.

The whole work ethic thing! I shout. The whole pull yourself up by your bootstraps thing! The whole

fortune favors those who put themselves in the position to be favored by God thing! I swivel back and

forth angrily in my boss's chair. On the other side of the room Karl grips his camera, thoughtful for a

moment. He's got a whole sheaf of photographs in his hand, but there's no way he's going to show

them to me now, no sir. Not that I want to see them, not after this. I wouldn't look at them for all the

fame in Hollywood. Instead, he lifts his camera and takes a photo, I think it's of me, but in fact it

becomes me, as if his camera is spewing images rather than taking them, and suddenly I'm a street

seen from above, the ruined houses ranged along it, plus I'm the air that presses down on it, and

there's a stillness there that lacks all agency, and that includes the people wandering to and fro,

gazing up waiting for grace, unable to do a single thing to help themselves, so what's the point in even

trying to help them except with occasional acts of charity, and these people are also me. Karl, before

leaving, whispers, And you sound very Catholic. Except down below a mother opens her mouth and

pulls from it a bit of sandwich she feeds to her kid.

-

C o l l a r e d  B l u e s
T A M A S  D O B O Z Y



T h e  L a s t  A n g e l  o f  H i s t o r y  ( s t u d y  1 )
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it’s best conveyed with an analogy

shore a to shore b and there’s an unforgiving gouge at the bed of your raft

stay, sink, risk the day halfway: an impasse to put morton, fredkin, buridan to shame

you bargain 

with the sun 

                  its leaving won’t 

                  undo me today

you grandstand 

with moon friend

                  i’ll thrill her 

                  into tenderness

no is a muscle

braveness a reflex

it gets easier 

after a few flexes 

but there’s a door push, pushing up against your mind

                  paranoia, complications, shirley manson says it best

                  a veering, and the thought cannibalizes

you spiderwalk across the room, joints clicking like fretful nails on a steel table; covering, again, the

mirrors in the house; but if there is a specter, it’s only you; spindly-legged, many-dysmorphic, possess-

ed creature; the coinslot wrinkle warning between your eyes, not yet phalange-deep like your father’s,

but on the way; the mouse who slipped in 8 months into your salem stay, and stayed; the ants who

slithered up out your outlets and hammer-shocked your sleep; the rusty whining of a wind-bullied

door’s swing; the distressed bird cry you read in it until you elucidated its origin; the neighbor who

kicked holes into walls and made you hold your head and heart;

1 1
-

F u g u e  I :  
T H E  F A R A D A Y  C A G E  S T O P S

W O R K I N G  A F T E R  S U N D O W N  
 A .  M A R T I N E



1 2
-

at night you think i should get help

at night you start to make plans

at night you want to save yourself the way you yearn for others

at ni —

but the minute you wake, you pinball scatter the panic — was it so bad…

a falling knife has no handle

the blessing with imagination is that it swallows you whole. the trouble with imagination is that it

swallows you whole.

do not engage with ghosts

or let them take your trembling

thumbs out of your ears.
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I n  S a n  F r a n c i s c o ,  i t  t a k e s  t h o u s a n d s  o f  i n d i v i d u a l s  w o r k i n g
a c r o s s  5 8 8  p o l l i n g  p l a c e s ,  c o m i n g  t o g e t h e r  f r o m  a l l  p a r t s  o f
t h e  c o m m u n i t y ,  t o  o p e r a t e  a n  e l e c t i o n .  T h i s  b o o k  i s  m e a n t  t o
d o c u m e n t  a s  w e l l  a s  h o n o r  t h o s e  w h o  m a k e  e l e c t i o n s  h a p p e n .

g e t  y o u r  c o p y .
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