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H e l l o .

I  o p e n e d  T h e  N e w  Y o r k  T i m e s  o n  m y  p h o n e  t h i s
m o r n i n g  a n d  t h i s  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  h e a d l i n e s  I
s a w :

" S a n  F r a n c i s c o  C o n s i d e r s  A l l o w i n g  U s e  o f  D e a d l y
R o b o t s  b y  P o l i c e . "  

T h e  h e a d l i n e  e x p l a i n s  t h e  s t o r y  p r e t t y  a p t l y :  t h e  S a n
F r a n c i s c o  P o l i c e  D e p a r t m e n t  a r e  m u l l i n g  t h e  i d e a  o f
u s i n g  a r m e d  r o b o t s  a s  a  m e a n s  o f  e n f o r c i n g  l a w  i n
t h e  C i t y  b y  t h e  B a y .  R o b o t s  t h a t  i n  " e x t r e m e
c i r c u m s t a n c e s "  c a n  u s e  d e a d l y  f o r c e  i f  n e e d  b e .  

I t  w a s  o n l y  t w o  y e a r s  a g o  t h a t  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  G e o r g e
F l o y d ' s  d e a t h  h u g e  s w a t h s  o f  o u r  c o u n t r y  r i g h t l y
c a l l e d  f o r  a  d e f u n d i n g  a n d  a  r e i m a g i n i n g  o f  t h e  r o l e
o f  p o l i c e  i n  A m e r i c a .  T w o  y e a r s  a g o  t h e  q u e s t i o n
w a s ,  " C a n  t h e  p o l i c e  i n  A m e r i c a  b e  d o i n g  t h e i r  j o b  i n
a  w a y  t h a t  w o r k s  b e t t e r  f o r  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  t h e y ' r e
s u p p o s e d l y  t r y i n g  t o  p r o t e c t ? "  A n d  i f  n o t ,  d o  w e
n e e d  t o  f i n d  a  d i f f e r e n t  w a y  t o  d e a l  w i t h  c r i m e  i n
o u r  c o u n t r y ?

I t  f e l t  l i k e  p r o g r e s s  w a s ,  s l o w l y ,  s t a r t i n g  t o  b e  m a d e
i n  i m p r o v i n g  u p o n  a  p u b l i c  i n s t i t u t i o n  t h a t  h a d
a l w a y s  s e e m e d  i m p e r v i o u s  t o  e v e n  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f
c h a n g e .  B u t  n o w ,  a g a i n ,  n o t  e v e n  t h r e e  y e a r s  l a t e r ,
w e  a r e  l o o k i n g  a t  a  p o l i c e  f o r c e  m o r e  i n c l i n e d
t o w a r d s  v i o l e n t  r e s o l u t i o n  t h a n  e v e r  b e f o r e  a n d  a
p o p u l a c e  t h a t  s e e m s  t o  h a v e  e n t i r e l y  f o r g o t t e n  t h e
o u t r a g e  t h a t  o n c e  p r o p e l l e d  t h e m  t o  r a g e  a g a i n s t  t h e
c u r r e n t  s y s t e m  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t .  

A n d  a s  m u c h  a s  t h e  p o l i c e ,  a n d  t h e  r o t t i n g
f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  p o l i c i n g  i n  A m e r i c a ,  a r e  t h e  p r o b l e m
a t  h a n d ,  t h e  g r e a t e r  i s s u e  i s  h o w  q u i c k l y  w e  a s
c i t i z e n s  o f  t h e  U n i t e d  S t a t e s  l e t  g o  o f ,  e v e n  f o r g e t ,
o u r  a n g e r  a n d  o u r  w a n t  o f  s o m e t h i n g  b e t t e r .  H o w
q u i c k l y  w h a t  w e  w a n t e d  t o  b e  c h a n g e d  i r r e v o c a b l y ,
c a n  i n s t e a d  m o v e  i n  e x a c t l y  t h e  o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n
a n d  h o w  w e  c a n  a l l  j u s t  c o l l e c t i v e l y  s h r u g .  

I  g e t  i t – r a g e  i s n ' t  a  h e a l t h y  t h i n g  t o  h o l d  o n  t o  a n d
i n  a  c o u n t r y  t h a t  c o n t i n u e s  t o  f a i l  s o  m a n y  p e o p l e
t i m e  a n d  t i m e  a g a i n ,  i t  f e e l s  a s  i f  w e  h a v e  b e  f u l l - o n
e n r a g e d  1 0 0 %  o f  t h e  t i m e  j u s t  t o  k e e p  u p .  W i t h  t h e
d a i l y  n e w s  a  c o n s t a n t  b a r r a g e  o f  s m a l l  h o r r o r s ,
c l i m a t e  d i s a s t e r s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  d e b a u c h e r y ,  h o l d i n g
o n  t o  o u r  c o n v i c t i o n s  f e e l s  a l m o s t  f a u x  p a s .  A s  i f
b e i n g  u p f r o n t  a b o u t  o u r  w a n t  o f  a  b e t t e r  c o u n t r y  f o r
e v e r y o n e  i s  j u s t  a n o t h e r  b u r d e n  t o  l a y  a t  t h e  f e e t  o f
a  s o c i e t y  a l r e a d y  c r u s h e d  b e n e a t h  t h e m .



I ' m  n o t  a s k i n g  a n y o n e  t o  d o  a n y t h i n g  b u t  t o  b e
f o r t h r i g h t  i n  t h e i r  c o n v i c t i o n s .  T o  n o t  o n l y  d e m a n d
t h a t  o u r  c o u n t r y  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  w h o  l i v e  i n  i t  d o
b e t t e r ,  b u t  t o  n o t  r o l l  o v e r  a n d  g i v e  u p  w h e n  a s  i t
b e c o m e s  m o r e  a n d  m o r e  e v i d e n t  t h a t  d o i n g  s o  i s
e q u i v a l e n t  t o  s w i m m i n g  u p s t r e a m .

T w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  w e ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  p u s h e d  b a c k  o n  a
s y s t e m  o f  l a w  e n f o r c e m e n t  d e e p l y  a n d  d a n g e r o u s l y
r o o t e d  i n  o u r  s o c i e t y .  A n d  i t  b u d g e d .  N o t  a  l o t ,  a n d
p e r h a p s  n o t  e v e n  v i s i b l y ,  b u t  i t  m o v e d  i n  t h e  r i g h t
d i r e c t i o n .  B u t  o u r  f o o t s  c a m e  o f f  t h e  g a s  a n d  n o w
t h e r e  c o u l d  b e  a r m e d  r o b o t s  i n  t h e  s t r e e t s  o f  o n e  o f
A m e r i c a ' s  m o s t  p r o g r e s s i v e  c i t i e s .  

I s  t h a t  n o t  e n o u g h  t o  g i v e  y o u  p a u s e ?  I s  i t  n o t
e n o u g h  t o  g i v e  y o u  r e a s o n  t o  c o n t i n u e  t o  p u s h  b a c k ?

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .
-  N
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Un t i t l e d
J a c k  F l a m e  S o r o k i n
2 0 2 1



Long after 

'two buck chuck' 

edged five bucks, 

he swilled 

a cardboard carton 

of gas station white 

in a rain ditch 

post-shift 

& spit its sugar 

on burnt bits 

of cigarette butts, 

aching. 

He'd dream 

of some 

asshole customer 

that night, 

he thought—

 he knew—

if his mind 

wasn't floating, 

if he wasn't 

drowning.

2
-

F o o d  S e r v i c e  B l u e s ,
2 0 1 3

Z E B U L O N  H U S E T



Un t i t l e d
J a c k  F l a m e  S o r o k i n
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Un t i t l e d
J a c k  F l a m e  S o r o k i n
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5

Magenta

                                         tripping on light & sorrow in blue of real

                                                                                                               To know this

                           as mescaline

is not a

body’s

response to an old creed of birds

but a body flowers with you

as you watch from the edge of a photo:

                                                        & in white of flagstone & mellow

                                                                                                                            You trim sky of trees 

                                           You cry there

for a body

                                                                       to soothe ransom’s

              edges

                                           & you build one

                                           out of heather & black lace

                                           & construct a veiled song                      unattached

                                           from a soul                     & world                           (an unwanted

ek-

                                           stasis, you know, but which body would you choose if

                                           quiet & dark

              were matched by set by set aside by yellowing parchment demure ellips?)

                                           You attach a stave                                                      to a heaven

                                                                                      of enigma & needing

                                           but cut out

                                                                        an eye

                                                                        of a

                                                                                     prison; attach more willow leaves

-

L A U R A  C A R T E R
N e g o t i a t i n g  S p a c e



6
-

one is born

from a soul you find upon reflection

                                           a clause in a body’s

                                           creed; a winnowing harp;

                                           a slate of heat—
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you are like 100% bad bitch energy but nobody should be talking to you like that

he tells me over text when i tell him i was catcalled 7 times walking to mission dolores,

and tea tends to boil over so when the ambivalent sounds like a chime, the idea is

that it’s a welcome cat in the restaurant, pawing at you, trying to get closer,

recoil, get closer, and

caylee rolls her eyes as they pass, the men, two by one, like some strange array of

midnight riders who steal fear from my heart and hot glue it to the top of my head,

beacon. be careful and look both ways when you stand at a corner, don’t

smoke outside for too long or you’ll be taken and you’re already taken so you don’t need

the man walking by to stop and ask for your number—

and when the racing thoughts pass, the cops roll by, slowly, and you know they’re

looking at you too and zach told me on a tuesday afternoon, tying his sockless feet into shoes:

“you get bothered a lot.”

the moon runs in circles and i run in waves, little bursts of the tide running its course.

mission dolores is only a few blocks away, and caylee stands by my side,

we’re dressed up, sweaters and leather jackets, and we walk, and some man stops as we walk by,

and we ready our pepper spray trigger fingers. he extends his arm, points at us, and then at the

ground beneath our feet. “Ay,” he says, “y’all got shoe game.”

9
-

G I O V A N N A  L O M A N T O
s t r e e t  h a r a s s m e n t
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1 2

drag these lids across static

burn      the edges of      erudition 

+ this room swims 

the consonants have gone  

to the wash/the groan

the television   flashes survival skinning

(endurance      notes the stretch of my skin’s  derision) 

to discuss this pressure of age w/these limbs

vessels: bloat     swell—             a poor explanation 

a plush riddle across     a bad back 

finger   the sheets w/     worry 

as a routine sleep aid    plays the freeway’s 

heavy orchestra rotation  

these wires 

of the neck + shoulders 

twist w/ these half-thoughts:     become fluster 

inarticulate     future tense work  

for the length   of a hindrance 

the tongue becomes   a new blockage

new deafness   new assumptions

heavy loads                    of headline fodder 

the nation of nerves

groaning into a pulse 

-

L a t e  S h o w
A D A M  S T U T Z



1 3
-

these suspicions            are master craft 

taut delicacy     made for hair triggers 

+ a wall of bodies           + sideways badges

stacking as headlines 

congregations of grief 

the short-lived  discipline of collective silence

calamity's          familiars



U l t r a m a r i n e  S a m p l e r  3
K a y l a  P l o s z  A n t i e l  
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D e a r  V o l c a n o
P o e m s  f r o m  C r e a t i v e  G r o w t h  A r t  C e n t e r

T h e  r e s u l t  o f  C r e a t i v e  G r o w t h ’ s  f i r s t  p o e t r y  p r o g r a m ,
D e a r  V o l c a n o  f e a t u r e s  p o e m s  c o l l e c t i v e l y  c o m p o s e d  b y
C r e a t i v e  G r o w t h  a r t i s t s  d u r i n g  2 0 2 0 - 2 0 2 2 .  P o e m s  f e a t u r e d
i n  t h e  b o o k  a r e  e k p h r a s t i c  r e a c t i o n s  t o  a r t w o r k  f r o m  t h e
C r e a t i v e  G r o w t h  A r t  S t u d i o .  

g e t  y o u r  c o p y .

https://creative-growth.shoplightspeed.com/dear-volcano-poems-from-creative-growth-art-center.html
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