
77





H e y .

I ' v e  r e c e n t l y  j o i n e d  t h e  r a n k s  o f  t h e  u n e m p l o y e d .
A n d  a s  o n e  d o e s  w h e n  i n  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  I ' v e  b e e n
s u b j e c t i n g  m y s e l f  t o  t h e  m i n d - n u m b i n g  p r o c e s s  o f
a p p l y i n g  a n d  i n t e r v i e w i n g  f o r  n e w  w o r k .  F r a n k l y
p u t ,  i n  t h e  w a k e  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  I ' m  f i n d i n g  i t
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d o  s o  w i t h  a n y  r e a l  c o n v i c t i o n .  I ' m
s t r u g g l i n g ,  o n  d a i l y  b a s i s ,  t o  r e c o n n e c t  w i t h  t h e
s u b c o n s c i o u s  a g r e e m e n t  b e t w e e n  e m p l o y e e - a n d -
e m p l o y e r  t h a t  i s  w o r k i n g .

W e ' v e  p u l l e d  o u r s e l v e s ,  t o  a  c e r t a i n  d e g r e e ,  o u t  o f
t h e  w r e c k a g e  o f  a  t e r r i b l e  p a n d e m i c  t h a t  f o r c e d
b i l l i o n s  o f  p e o p l e  t o  r e a s s e s s  n e a r l y  e v e r y t h i n g
a b o u t  t h e i r  l i v e s  i n c l u d i n g  h o w  a n d  w h e r e  t h e y  w o r k
a n d  w h y  t h e y  d o  t h e  k i n d  o f  w o r k  t h e y  d o .  I t ' s
n o t h i n g  r e v o l u t i o n a r y  t o  s a y  t h a t  a  g l o b a l l y
t r a u m a t i c  e v e n t ,  l i k e  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  f o r c e s  a  b i t  o f  a
p e r c e p t i o n  s h i f t .  N o t  o n l y  d i d  t h e  p a n d e m i c  o v e r t u r n
e v e r y t h i n g  w e  t h o u g h t  w a s  b u i l t  o n  a  s o l i d
f o u n d a t i o n ,  b u t  i t  a l s o  g a v e  u s  w h a t  f e l t  l i k e
u n f e t t e r e d  t i m e  t o  a c t u a l l y  t h i n k  a b o u t  t h e s e  a b o u t
t h e  s y s t e m s  c o l l a p s i n g  a r o u n d  u s .  T o  s e e  t h e  g a p i n g
h o l e s  p u n c h e d  i n t o  o u r  l o n g s t a n d i n g  p e r c e p t i o n s
a b o u t  h o w  w e  e x i s t e d  a n d  w o n d e r  w h e n ,  i f  e v e r ,
t h o s e  h o l e s  w e r e  f i l l e d ,  c o u l d  t h e y  b e  f i l l e d  w i t h
s o m e t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t .  

I n  t e r m s  o f  e m p l o y m e n t ,  w e  a r e n ' t  j u s t  b e i n g  a s k e d
t o  r e t u r n  t o ,  w h a t  I  s e e ,  a s  a n  o u t d a t e d  m e t h o d  o f
w o r k i n g ,  b u t  t o  d o  s o  w i t h o u t  a n y  a l t e r a t i o n  t o  o u r
p r e - p a n d e m i c  p e r s p e c t i v e .  W e  o u r  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e
o f  a  g r u e l i n g  m o m e n t  i n  h i s t o r y  a n d  i n s t e a d  o f
e v e r y o n e  w o n d e r i n g ,  " h o w  d o  w e  d o  t h i s  w h o l e  w o r k
t h i n g  d i f f e r e n t l y , "  w e  a r e  i n s t e a d  t r y i n g  t o  f i t  w h a t
a m o u n t s  t o  r e m a r k a b l y  d i f f e r e n t  s h a p e s  i n t o  t h e
s a m e  o l d  h o l e s .  

I n  e a c h  o f  m y  i n t e r v i e w s  a n d  a p p l i c a t i o n s  t h e r e ' s
i n v a r i a b l y  s o m e  s o r t  o f  q u e s t i o n  o r  c o m m e n t  t h a t
a s k s ,  " W h y  a r e  y o u  p a s s i o n a t e  a b o u t  t h i s  j o b ? "  W h y
a r e  y o u  e x c i t e d  a b o u t  t h i s  c o m p a n y  o r  t h i s  i n d u s t r y
o r  t h i s  r o l e  o r  t h i s  t e a m ?  T h e r e ' s  t h i s  f e e l i n g  i n  e a c h
i n t e r v i e w  t h a t  I  n e e d  t o  s h o w  t h i s  p o t e n t i a l
e m p l o y e r  t h a t  w h a t e v e r  j o b  i t  i s  I ' m  a p p l y i n g  f o r  i s
e v e r y t h i n g  I ' v e  e v e r  w a n t e d  t o  d o .  T h a t  r e g a r d l e s s  o f
t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m y  l i f e ,  m y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s ,  m y  i s s u e s ,
m y  p r o b l e m s – t h i s  j o b  ( a m o n g s t  a l l  t h e  o t h e r  j o b s  I ' m
a p p l y i n g  f o r )  w i l l  f u l f i l l  m e  b o t h  f i n a n c i a l l y  a n d
e m o t i o n a l l y .  



W h y  a r e  w e  s t i l l  a c t i n g  o u t  t h i s  s c e n e  o v e r  a n d  o v e r
a n d  o v e r  a g a i n ?  I  u n d e r s t a n d  t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  m a n y
p e o p l e  i n  t h e  w o r l d  w h o  a r e  d o i n g  s o m e t h i n g  t h e y
l o v e  a n d  f i n d  m e a n i n g  i n  a n d  t h o u g h  I ' m  n o t  j e a l o u s
o f  t h i s ,  I  a p p l a u d  t h e m  f o r  d i s c o v e r i n g  w h a t  i t  i s
t h a t  p r o v i d e s  t h a t .  B u t  I ' m  a l m o s t  p o s i t i v e  t h a t  f o r
t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  u s  c l o c k i n g  i n  e a c h  a n d  e v e r y  d a y ,
w o r k  i s  t h e  m e a n s  i n  w h i c h  w e  l i v e  t h e  r e s t  o f  o u r
l i v e s .  W o r k  p r o v i d e s  u s  w i t h  t h e  m e a n s  i n  w h i c h  w e
c a n  d o  a l l  t h e  t h i n g s  w e  n e e d  a n d  w a n t  t o  d o .  T h a t ' s
i t .  W e  h a v e  s o m e h o w  g o t t e n  t o  t h i s  p o i n t  w h e r e  i f
w e ' r e  e v e n  g o i n g  t o  b e  l o o k e d  a t  f o r  a  r o l e ,  w e  n e e d
t o  e x u d e  o u r  l o v e  f o r  t h e  f i e l d  a n d  t h e  p o s i t i o n .  W e
n e e d  t o  b e  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  c a p a b l e  e m p l o y e e  w i t h
t h e  s k i l l  s e t s  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n ,  w e  h a v e  t o
l o v e  w h a t  w e ' r e  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  d o .  I t  h a s  c a r r y  u s
t h r o u g h  t h e  d a y  a n d  l i n g e r  i n  o u r  m i n d s  a s  w e  d r i f t
o f f  t o  s l e e p .  A n d  I  t h i n k  i t  i s  u t t e r  b u l l s h i t .  A  m y t h
t h a t  w e ' v e  b e e n  s o l d  a n d  f u l l y  a b s o r b e d  t o  t h e  p o i n t
w h e r e  w e  b u i l d  o u r  l i v e s  a r o u n d  t h e  a c t  o f  w o r k i n g
t o  b r i n g  o t h e r  p e o p l e ' s  d r e a m s  t o  f r u i t i o n .  

A n d  h e r e  w e  a r e  o n  t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  w h a t  c o u l d  b e
t h e  g r e a t e s t  p e r s p e c t i v e  s h i f t i n g  e v e n t  i n  h i s t o r y ,
a n d  w e ' r e  s t i l l  b e i n g  a s k e d  t o  c o n v i n c e  i n t e r v i e w e r s
t h a t  a  j o b  i s  m o r e  t h a n  j u s t  a  m e a n s  t o  a n  e n d  t h a t
o u r  a b i l i t i e s  m a k e  u s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u i t e d  f o r .  

W o r k  d o e s n ' t  n e e d  t o  d e f i n e  u s .  S o  w h y  d o  w e  k e e p
a c t i n g  l i k e  i t  d o e s ?

' T i l l  n e x t  t i m e .

N
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U n t i t l e d  ( P i l e  o f  s q u a s h e s  o n  s k i n )
H e a t h e r  R a s m u s s e n
2 0 2 0
( c ) H e a t h e r  R a s m u s s e n ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  T h e  P i t ,  L o s  A n g e l e s



U n t i t l e d  ( A f t e r  J u a n  S a n c h e z  C o t a n )
H e a t h e r  R a s m u s s e n
2 0 2 0
( c ) H e a t h e r  R a s m u s s e n ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  T h e  P i t ,  L o s  A n g e l e s



On a rare warm day in San Francisco, I met a philosopher

(I know, I know) writing a book about the classical elements

—earth, air, water, fire—which she said needed revision.

I don’t know if there’s a new one, or a dropped one, like Destiny’s

Child, or if one (maybe fire?) gets brought to the front, like Diana

Ross to the Supremes. Or for that matter, Beyoncé. I can’t say

I even understand carbon emissions. All I know is that she has
           a point: shit’s changing. We’re gonna need a bigger

           definition: a planet is a girl group. Earth is not a star.

And yes, things are heating up. [Insert forest here] is on fire.

“Everything’s on fire” is now a common greeting.

Beyoncé on the radio sings “I’m lookin’ for a new foundation,”

           seconds after announcing she’s just quit her job.

The song of the summer is the sound of collective resignation

           to our new hot doom. A shake-up in the lineup looms.

The problem with apocalyptic thinking is how it prizes endings.

          Darling, I hate to break it to you, but life will go on—

3
-

E a r t h ,  W i n d  a n d  M o s t l y  F i r e
T . S .  L E O N A R D



4
-

perhaps unrecognizably, and maybe that’s scarier than all of this

          smoke. Change is hot. I mean hard. Like mud, or wind,

or maybe we’ll be dazzled by the talents of a new element,

          another anthem of fabulous survival. We will learn

                    all the words, and try our best to sing along.



U n t i t l e d  ( P i l e  o f  o l d  s q u a s h  o n  a g a v e  s p i n e s ,  S t i l l  L i f e  # 1 ) 
H e a t h e r  R a s m u s s e n
2 0 2 0
( c ) H e a t h e r  R a s m u s s e n ,  C o u r t e s y  o f  T h e  P i t ,  L o s  A n g e l e s



What if

my ancestors beat me?        What if

they owned my skin, my flesh,

my bones that still settle and knit

after each flogging?                         How

does the wind know

where it started out?

An origin story

is the clean slate, even

if it tells

Of a complicated mating

between hummingbird and fox, 

between grizzly bear and butterfly

That has travelled

the ridge at the back

of some broken down

universe, still rising

at dawn and bedding down

after the little ones are asleep

some long ago 

early spring morning—

6
-

C e l e b r a t e  Y o u r  A n c e s t o r s
N O R M A  S M I T H



7
-

Mist of time.               What if

my grandfather

traveled from the old country,

hired his landsmen in the new country

to do the work           and then refused

to pay them

what he promised?   What

Can I celebrate except

the fact that, on his deathbed,

my own father confessed

this shame and

that he loved me,

after all?                       A surprise

legacy of doubt.



N e w  Y e a r ' s  E v e  i n .  
L u c a s  B u r t i n
2 0 2 2
P r e v i o u s l y  P u b l i s h e d  i n  B e r l i n e r  Z e i t u n g



G h o s t
L u c a s  B u r t i n
2 0 2 2



H o w  t o  r a i s e  a  c h i c k e n ?
L u c a s  B u r t i n
2 0 2 2



Please enjoy the cultural presentations. 

Please enjoy the culture. Presentations. 

Please enjoy. 

Please. 

                                       – Management
 
It was written into the script. The native 

said, “Please enjoy the cultural presentations,” 

in his best pidgin English after strumming 

every song on his maoli nō ukelele. 

Our cousin threw her Nikes into a bush, clipped 

on black extensions, and showed blonde girls named 

Britney, Madison how to pierce the plumeria 

and say, Aloha.

Cousin Jerry is a three-time world champion, 

and today he will climb this palm tree 

for our entertainment. Because this is authentic, 

he will do this with only a t-shirt and bare feet. 

Jerry reaches the top and the crowd goes wild. 

Never before had they seen such spectacle: men  

climbing trees for coconuts and women to lei them 

wherever they turned. In the land of natives, 

1 1
-

T h e  H o t e l  L u a u
( O r  M y  F a t h e r  R e t u r n s  H o m e )

K I A N A  S H A L E Y



1 2
-

there are no inhibitions. A man grabs a woman 

by her breast, prompting another to yell, Jump! 

Someone helicopters their shorts and another hurls 

their rum punch in an intoxicated fervor.

The drink lands on my father, his face drenched 

in horror, wondering if he’s brought another shirt 

and when the Island became a punchline 

of what he loved. 



O d e  t o  F a l l i n g  R o c k e t
D r e w  B e n n e t t
2 0 2 2



It helped her think, the elevator. Its chrome jaws closing to shuttle her upward like a space capsule, into

another dimension where the laws of interaction were different. Where people ate, spoke, typed—heck,

even held their coffees differently. Between ground and sky lived her calculations, her mind perfecting

a strategy based on one thousand and two hundred and five repetitions and counting, scenarios that

informed continuous adjustments to her math. Step one: Doors open. Let Whiteman pass. Step two: Turn

right, glance through window. Step three: Whiteman approaching, step aside. Wave badge. Proceed.   

~ 

She was grateful for these moments. Alone, behind doors, she could breathe, think. Something about the

room’s travel lulled her, reminded her of the womb—of being held and carried, its tranquil

containment. Hushed, like the flight cabin to the States. Or the stall where her urine forecasted a baby.

How so much of her life had changed in small spaces. How upon exiting, everything was different.

Rearranged by an invisible hand, an atom bomb with no sound.  

~ 

Yet she remained the same. As multitudes swirled around her core, her center remained taut to its

origin. Sometimes the sky protested in pink, other times in gray, but the geese flew across it all the same.

In this land’s youthful light, new monsters replaced ancient beasts, fresh-furred leviathans now scolding

her child for bringing home B minuses. But her toes, her toes, they squirmed with familiar agitation,

ever suspicious of time.

~ 

—for there was never enough of it. Sleep always seemed to escape when she most craved it, leaving her

an empty shell. Her 4 a.m. mind worked in thick brush strokes. No elevator was forever. But neither

were dreams, this new country closing its jaws on her. The buttons her escape. Here in the elevator was

a presence she could manage. Step one: Stand. Two: Breathe. Three: Pray. Not for deliverance nor

understanding but ascent, a knife to cut her free. 

~

Press the numbered eye

Bright for three heated floors

Saw while you can
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