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H e y .

T h e  f i r s t  i s s u e  o f  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l  d i d n ' t  i n c l u d e
a n y  a r t .  I t  w a s  a  b u n c h  o f  p o e t r y ,  a n  e s s a y  a n d
m a y b e ,  i f  I  r e m e m b e r  c o r r e c t l y ,  a  h a l f - h e a r t e d
a t t e m p t  a t  a  L e t t e r  F r o m  T h e  E d i t o r .  T h e r e  w a s n ' t
m u c h  o f  a  r e a s o n  w h y  I  w a s n ' t  i n c l u d i n g  a n y  a r t ,
j u s t  t h a t  i n  m y  h e a d  ( w h i c h  c a n  l e a n  a  t o u c h  p u r i s t
o n  o c c a s i o n )  t h i s  w a s  a  j o u r n a l  o f  w r i t i n g ,  a n d  t h a t ' s
w h a t  i t  w a s  g o i n g  t o  i n c l u d e .

F o r  a  s l e w  o f  r e a s o n s ,  t h i s  w a s  d u m b .

T h e  b i g g e s t  b e i n g  t h a t  t h e  a c t  o f  c u r a t i n g ,  s o u r c i n g
a n d  c o l l a b o r a t i n g  w i t h  a r t i s t s  h a s  b e c o m e  o n e  o f  m y
f a v o r i t e  p a r t s  o f  p u b l i s h i n g  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l .
T h e r e ' s  s o m e t h i n g  i n n a t e l y  e n j o y a b l e  a b o u t  f i n d i n g
a r t  t h a t  n o t  o n l y  f i t s  m y  s p e c i f i c  t a s t e  b u t  a l s o
w o r k s  w i t h i n  t h e  o v e r a r c h i n g  t o n e  o f  w h a t  w e ' r e
t r y i n g  t o  d o  i n  e a c h  i s s u e .

I t ' s  b e c o m e  s u c h  a n  i n t e g r a l  p a r t  o f  T h e  R a c k e t
J o u r n a l  t h a t  t h i s  i s s u e  i n  y o u r  d i g i t a l  h a n d s  i s  n o w
o u r  s e c o n d – a p t l y  n a m e d – A r t  I s s u e .  T h e  w h o l e  t h i n g ,
s a n s  t w o  w o n d e r f u l  p i e c e s  o f  p o e t r y  t h a t  f i t  t o o
p e r f e c t l y  i n t o  t h e  t o n e  a n d  t h e m a t i c  l a n d s c a p e  o f  t h e
i s s u e  t o  n o t  i n c l u d e  t h e m ,  i s  a r t  a l l  c h o s e n  b y  t h e
w o n d e r f u l l y  t a l e n t e d  a r t i s t  a n d  c u r a t o r ,  A n n a  R o t t y .  

I t ' s  a  w o n d e r f u l  i s s u e  w i t h  a  b e a u t i f u l  t h e m a t i c
t h r o u g h  l i n e  t h a t  h a s  n o t  o n l y  b o l s t e r e d  m y  l o v e  o f
c o l l a b o r a t i o n  e v e n  m o r e ,  b u t  h a s  s h o w n  m e  j u s t  h o w
m u c h  c a n  b e  s a i d  t h r o u g h  a  w e l l - o r d e r e d  c o l l e c t i o n
o f  a m a z i n g  a r t w o r k  w h e n  d o n e  s o  b y  s o m e o n e  a s
t a l e n t e d  a s  R o t t y .

Y o u ' r e  i n  f o r  a  t r e a t .

B u t  b e f o r e  g e t  t h e r e ,  a  f e w  w o r d s  f r o m  A n n a  R o t t y .  

-  N



I  u s e d  t o  “ b e  i n ”  a  “ b a n d ”  c a l l e d  R e s t ,  w h e r e  m y
f r i e n d  a n d  I  w o u l d  p l a y  i n s t r u m e n t s  w e  d i d n ’ t  k n o w
h o w  t o  p l a y  i n  t h e  g a r a g e  a l o n e .  I t  s e r v e d  a s  a  w a y
t o  p a u s e  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  o f  p r o d u c t i v i t y  a n d
c r e a t i v i t y .  W e  w o u l d  c o m p l i m e n t  e a c h  o t h e r
c o n s t a n t l y ,  i m p r e s s i n g  e a c h  o t h e r  w i t h  e v e r y  s o u n d
w e  m a d e .  T h e  e x p e c t a t i o n  w a s  l o w .  N o  o n e  e l s e  e v e r
h e a r d  o u r  m u s i c .  O n e  t i m e ,  w e  l i s t e n e d  t o  a
r e c o r d i n g  o f  i t  t o g e t h e r  a n d  w e r e  m o r t i f i e d .  M o u t h s
g a p i n g  w i t h  a  s m i l e ,  s h o u t i n g  “ t h a t ’ s  n o t  w h a t  w e
s o u n d  l i k e ” !  

C i r c u l a t i n g  m y  I n s t a g r a m  s t o r i e s  t h i s  w e e k e n d  w a s  a
q u o t e  b y  a u t h o r  B o n n i e  T s u i .  S h e  r e m i n d s  u s ,  “ T o  d o
t h e  w o r k ,  w e  n e e d  t o  r e s t ,  t o  r e a d ,  t o  r e c o n n e c t .  I t  i s
t h e  i n v i s i b l e  l a b o r  t h a t  m a k e s  c r e a t i v e  l i f e
p o s s i b l e ” .  

A s  t i m e  s e e m s  t o  s l i p  i n t o  t h e  c r a c k s  b e t w e e n
e v e r y d a y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  f u n n e l s
i n t o  a  c a v i t y  r e q u i r i n g  c o n s t a n t  f e e d i n g ,  I  f i n d
m y s e l f  l o o k i n g  a t  i m a g e s  t h a t  s h o w  u s  m a r k e r s  o f
t i m e .  

T h e  a r t i s t s  i n  t h i s  i s s u e  o f  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l  h e r e
e x p a n d  a n d  r e f l e c t  o n  t h e  a b s u r d i t y  o f  i t  a l l .  W e  a r e
r e m i n d e d  t h a t  o y s t e r s  t a k e  t i m e  t o  g r o w .  T o  c a p t u r e
b r e a t h  w i t h i n  a  r i n g  o f  l i g h t .  T o  e s c a p e  i n t o  a n
i n t e r n a l  s p a c e ,  t h e  c o l o r  w e  s e e  w h e n  l o o k i n g  a t  t h e
s u n  w i t h  o u r  e y e s  c l o s e d .  I  h a v e  a  d e e p  a p p r e c i a t i o n
f o r  t h e s e  a r t i s t s ,  b o t h  i n  t h e  i m a g e r y  t h e y  m a k e ,  a n d
i n  t h e i r  p r a c t i c e s .  T h e  p r o c e s s e s  t h e y  e m b o d y  a r e
o f t e n  p a i n s t a k i n g .  T h e  s u n  b l e a c h e s  a n  i m a g e  i n t o
e x i s t e n c e .  A n  i d e a  i s  c o n s t r u c t e d  a s  a  p h o t o g r a p h i c
s c e n e ,  a n d  p r i n t e d  a s  a  g e l a t i n  s i l v e r  p r i n t .  T h i n g s
a r e  m a d e  i n  t h e  d a r k .  T h e  l o n g  r o a d  i s  t a k e n  f o r  a
r e a s o n .  L a b o r  l o o k s  l i k e  l o v e .  

W i t h  t h i s  w o r k  I  r e m e m b e r  t o  l a u g h  a t  m y s e l f  a n d
t h e  c o n s t r u c t s  b u i l t  t o  t r a c k  o u r  w o r t h .  I  a m
r e m i n d e d  t o  l a y  b y  t h e  l a k e  w i t h  f r i e n d s  a n d  l i s t e n
t o  m u s i c .  W h a t  a  g i f t  i t  i s  t o  s i t  a n d  w a t c h  t h e  s u n
m o v e  a  s h a d o w  a r o u n d  a  r o c k .  

A n n a  R o t t y ,  G u e s t  E d i t o r
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W E  H A V E  A  P A T R E O N
W e  a r e n ' t  i n  t h i s  f o r  t h e  m o n e y .  

 
B u t  t h e r e  a r e  c o s t s  i n  d o i n g  w h a t  w e  d o .  

 
 A n y  h e l p  w i t h  t h o s e  c o s t s  ( a n d  w i t h  t h e

c o s t s  o f  f u t u r e  e n d e a v o r s )  w o u l d  b e
g r e a t l y  a p p r e c i a t e d .  

 
I f  n o t ,  w e  g e t  i t  a n d  w e  s t i l l  a p p r e c i a t e

y o u .
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C O N T E N T S

T h e  
R a c k e t  
J o u r n a l  

E d i t o r - I n - C h i e f  /  N o a h  S a n d e r s

G u e s t  E d i t o r  /  A n n a  R o t t y

T h e  B a c k  P a g e  /  L a u r a  J a y e  C r a m e r

H a p p y  T i m e  
( o n i o n  s k i n s )

S u n d i a lR O R Y  H A M O V I T

1

4

K E L L E Y  O ' L E A R Y 3F a c e b o o k  G n o m o n
0 9 : 3 4 : 4 6

B e y o n d  L i m i n a l  I I I 5

7

8

M E G G A N  G O U L D

K A Y L E I G H
M A I M A R A N

6

N I C H O L A S  V A L D É S

bougainvil lea,  or how
my father showed
generational  love

to tel l  you tomorrow
that I  love you
would be too late

E B T I Deja Vu -  Collapsed

N I C H O L A S  V A L D É S

9K A Y L E I G H  
M A I M A R A N

Beyond Liminal  II

S i g h t i n g  # 1 2Z O Ë  G L E I T S M A N

1 0M A R I N A  H O P E  
W I L S O N

Welcome to the 
Transformation
Emporium

1 2S H A O - F E N G  H S U Night Swimming
(2022100309)

1 1S H A O - F E N G  H S U Night Swimming
(2022021008)



C O N T E N T S

T h e  
R a c k e t  
J o u r n a l  

E d i t o r - I n - C h i e f  /  N o a h  S a n d e r s

G u e s t  E d i t o r  /  A n n a  R o t t y

T h e  B a c k  P a g e  /  L a u r a  J a y e  C r a m e r

F a i r y l a n d 1 3

N A T H A N  C O R D O V A 1 6U n t i t l e d

O y s t e r s 1 7

1 9

2 0

T . S .  L E O N A R D

S H A O - F E N G  H S U

1 8

N A T H A N  C O R D O V A

Sighting #2

Untit led

R O R Y  H A M O V I T Tally

Z O Ë  G L E I T S M A N

2 1Z O Ë  G L E I T S M A N Sighting #3

D r a g 1 5R O R Y  H A M O V I T

2 2M E G G A N  G O U L D Doomsday Clock
(morning glory)
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H a p p y  T i m e  ( o n i o n  s k i n s )
M e g g a n  G o u l d
2 0 2 2



S i g h t i n g  # 1
Z o ë  G l e i t s m a n
2 0 2 2



F a c e b o o k  G n o m o n  0 9 : 3 4 : 4 6
K e l l e y  O ' L e a r y
2 0 2 2



S u n d i a l
R o r y  H a m o v i t
2 0 2 1



B e y o n d  L i m i n a l  I I I
K a y l e i g h  M a i m a r a n
2 0 2 2



D e j a  V u  -  C o l l a p s e d
E b t i
2 0 2 3



b o u g a i n v i l l e a ,  o r  h o w  m y  f a t h e r  s h o w e d  g e n e r a t i o n a l  l o v e
N i c h o l a s  V a l d é s
2 0 2 2



t o  t e l l  y o u  t o m o r r o w
t h a t  I  l o v e  y o u
w o u l d  b e  t o o  l a t e

N i c h o l a s  V a l d é s
2 0 2 3



B e y o n d  L i m i n a l  I I
K a y l e i g h  M a i m a r a n
2 0 2 2



The distance between who you are 

and who you want to be can 

be erased by quantum thinking 

and turmeric. The healing power 

of asparagus. Certain crystal

vibrations. This pyramid 

contains ancient wisdom,  

if only you buy in. 

See, the trouble with you is

the inflammation in you. The

fear in you. The warped 

bleeding in you. The magnetic 

fields in you. The mercury 

in you. The hive mind

in you. The sheep 

in you. The poverty

in your mind is the

trouble with you. 

It begins and ends 

with you. Your 

simple human 

frailty. 

1 0
-

W e l c o m e  t o  t h e  
T r a n s f o r m a t i o n  E m p o r i u m

M A R I N A  H O P E  W I L S O N



N i g h t  S w i m m i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 0 2 1 0 0 8 )
S h a o - F e n g  H s u
2 0 2 2



N i g h t  S w i m m i n g  ( 2 0 2 2 1 0 0 3 0 9 )
S h a o - F e n g  H s u
2 0 2 2



an old friend is a bullet

train straight to your past

spread out on a woven rainbow

throw in the dirt we found

a half-sun spot in between

the mirror lake and Fairyland

if they could see us now

they being us but back then

all our old parts on shuffle

OJ and champagne Oakland

Wednesday midday all hazy

32 and 35 and 33 we sang

Mary J. Blige and we survived

Florida Georgia Kansas our bodies

playlists perfectly sequenced and shared

messy goat cheese and bullshit

since the whole ass last pandemic

we have moved we keep moving

back from the sun a bit we laugh

who we were before we met

who we were on the internet

1 3
-

F a i r y l a n d
T . S .  L E O N A R D



1 4
-

who is going to remember all of this

walking back to the car we are belting

“Real Love” when a stranger joins in

a notes app joke a triptych photo

strip a wig reveal and we search on

next track next era next shape another one



D r a g
R o r y  H a m o v i t
2 0 2 1



U n t i t l e d
N a t h a n  C o r d o v a
2 0 2 2



O y s t e r s
S h a o - F e n g  H s u
2 0 1 8



T a l l y
R o r y  H a m o v i t
2 0 2 1



S i g h t i n g  # 2
Z o ë  G l e i t s m a n
2 0 2 3



U n t i t l e d
N a t h a n  C o r d o v a
2 0 2 2



S i g h t i n g  # 3
Z o ë  G l e i t s m a n
2 0 2 2



D o o m s d a y  C l o c k  ( m o r n i n g  g l o r y )
M e g g a n  G o u l d
2 0 2 2



C O N T R I B U T O R S
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N A T H A N  C O R D O V A

M E G G A N  G O U L D

E B T I

R O R Y  H A M O V I T

S H A O - F E N G  H S U
T . S .  L E O N A R D

M A R I N A  H O P E  W I L S O N
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K E L L E Y  O ' L E A R Y
N I C H O L A S  V A L D É S

https://www.zoegleitsman.com/#1
http://nathancordova.com/
https://www.meggangould.net/
https://www.ebtihalshedid.com/
https://www.roryhamovit.com/
https://www.shaofenghsu.com/
https://www.instagram.com/tsleonard/?hl=en
https://www.instagram.com/marinawren/
https://www.kayleighmaimaran.com/
https://www.kelleyoleary.com/
https://www.instagram.com/valdes_with_an_s/


W E B S I T E
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om

N E W S L E T T E R
www . t h e r a c k e t s f . c om /

n ew s l e t t e r

I N S T A G R A M
@THE RA C K E T R E AD ING S E R I E S

S U B M I T  Y O U R  W O R K :
h t t p s : / / t h e r a cke t s f . c om / submi s s i on s

P A T R E O N
www . p a t r e on . c om /

t h e r a c k e t r e a d i n g s e r i e s

http://www.theracketsf.com/
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://www.theracketsf.com/newsletter
http://theracketreadingseries/
https://theracketsf.com/submissions
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries
http://www.patreon.com/theracketreadingseries


T H E  G A L L E R Y
I S  C L O S E D .




