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H e y  f o l k s .

W h e n  I  f i r s t  s t a r t e d  t h i s  j o u r n a l  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  t h e
e a r l i e s t ,  m o s t  t e r r i f y i n g  s t r e t c h  o f  t h e  p a n d e m i c ,  I
k n e w  I  w a s  g o i n g  t o  i n c l u d e  a  " L e t t e r  F r o m  T h e
E d i t o r . "  I  b e l i e v e  i n  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  a n d  i n  s e t t i n g
c o n t e x t  w i t h  j u s t  a b o u t  w h a t e v e r  I  w r i t e ,  a n d  t h e
i d e a  o f  j u s t  g e t t i n g  a  s m a l l  s p a c e  t o  w r i t e  a b o u t
" t h i n g s "  t o  a  c a p t i v e  a u d i e n c e  f e l t  l i k e  a  s m a l l ,  m u c h
n e e d e d  p r e s s u r e  r e l e a s e .  

T h e  t o n e  o f  m y  i n i t i a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n s  w a s  " d a r k ,  b u t
l i k e  t r y i n g  t o  f i n d  a  l i t t l e  l i g h t  i n  t h e  d a r k n e s s . "  T h e
R a c k e t  J o u r n a l  w a s  c o n c e i v e d  a n d  c o m p o s e d  a s  a
s h o r t ,  e n j o y a b l e ,  d i s t r a c t i o n  f r o m  o u r  l o n g  d a y s  o f
d o o m  s c r o l l i n g  a n d  f e a r i n g  f o r  o u r  l i v e s .  T h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n s  o r i g i n a l l y  s t r o v e  t o  f i n d  a  s i m i l a r
t o n e .  T h e  o u t s i d e  w o r l d  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  f u c k e d ,  b u t
l o o k ,  t h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  a r t ,  t h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  w r i t i n g ,
t h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  s o m e o n e  m a k i n g  s o m e t h i n g  a m a z i n g
o u t  o f  a l l  t h e  h o r r o r .  I t  f e l t  t i m e l y  a n d  i n  s o m e  s m a l l
w a y ,  i t  f e l t  n e c e s s a r y .

T i m e  w e n t  o n ,  t h e  p a n d e m i c  s u r g e d  a n d  r e c e d e d
o v e r  a n d  o v e r  a g a i n  a n d  m y  a b i l i t y  t o  f i n d  l i g h t s
s p o t s  i n  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  g l o o m  b e c a m e  m o r e  a n d
m o r e  d i f f i c u l t .  E v e n t u a l l y ,  T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l ' s
L e t t e r  F r o m  T h e  E d i t o r  s l o w l y  s l o u g h e d  a w a y  t h e
j o y f u l  a s p e c t s ,  l e a v i n g  o n l y  t h e  b i - w e e k l y  s l o g
t h r o u g h  t h e  g r i m m e s t  h e a d l i n e s  t h a t  i t  h a s  b e c o m e .  

W h i c h  i s n ' t  n e c e s s a r i l y  a  b a d  t h i n g .  E v e n  i f  w e
a r e n ' t  i n  t h e  m i d s t  o f  a  p a n d e m i c ,  t h e  w o r l d  c a n  s t i l l
b e  a  f e s t e r i n g ,  g a r b a g e  f i r e  m a n y  o f  u s  h a v e  j u s t
c o l l e c t i v e l y  a g r e e d  t o  i g n o r e .  W h y  n o t  p o k e  t h e
e m b e r s  i f  n o t  t o  r e m i n d  p e o p l e ,  t h e n  t o  i n s p i r e  t h e m
t h a t  e v e n  w h e n  a  h o u s e  i s  b u r n i n g ,  y o u  c a n  s t i l l
g r a b  t h e  c a t  a n d  t h e  d o g .  

W h a t  i t  i s  t h o u g h  i s  a  s o r t  o f  2 - D  v e r s i o n  o f  m y  o w n
b e l i e f s  a n d  m y  o w n  t h o u g h t s .  I  a m ,  o n  m o s t  a c c o u n t s
( a n d  e v e n  i n  m o s t  o f  m y  w r i t i n g  f o r  t h e  v a r i o u s  a r m s
o f  T h e  R a c k e t )  a  d e c i d e d l y  p o s i t i v e ,  e v e n  o p t i m i s t i c ,
h u m a n  b e i n g  w h o  l e a n s  t o w a r d s  o v e r t h o u g h t
p r o b l e m  s o l v i n g  m o r e  t h a n  e x i s t e n t i a l  d r e a d .  Y e s ,
s u r e ,  t h e r e ' s  a l w a y s  t h e  s l i g h t e s t  a u r a  o f  c y n i c i s m
f l o a t i n g  a r o u n d  m e ,  b u t  i t ' s  s u c h  a  s m a l l  p a r t  o f  w h o
I  a m ,  a n d  m o r e  s o  o f  w h a t  T h e  R a c k e t  s t r i v e s  t o
i m b u e .  

T h e  R a c k e t  J o u r n a l – a n d  t o  s o m e  e x t e n t  a l l  t h e  m a n y
t h i n g s  t h a t  a r e  n o w  c l u t t e r e d  u n d e r  t h e  u m b r e l l a  o f
T h e  R a c k e t – w a s ,  a n d  a l w a y s  h a s  b e e n ,  i n t e n d e d  a s  a  



w a y  t o  f i r s t ,  p u t  a  l i t t l e  b i t  m o r e  w r i t i n g  a n d  a r t
i n t o  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a n d  s e c o n d ,  t o  c r e a t e  a n
o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r  s o m e o n e  t o  l o s e  t h e m s e l v e s  i n  t h a t
w r i t i n g  a n d  a r t .  A n d  w i t h  t h a t  i n  m i n d ,  i t ' s  b e c o m e
m o r e  a n d  m o r e  a p p a r e n t  e a c h  i s s u e  a s  I  s t r u g g l e  t o
m i n e  s o m e  t e r r i b l e  n e w s  s t o r y  f o r  s o m e t h i n g  t o  r a n t
a b o u t ,  t h a t  t h i s  L e t t e r  F r o m  T h e  E d i t o r  n o  l o n g e r
r e p r e s e n t s  w h a t  w e ' r e  t r y i n g  t o  b e .  

I f  t h i s  i s  a  s p a c e  t o  e x p l o r e  a n d  s h a r e  a r t ,  w h y  i s  t h e
i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  e v e r y  i s s u e  j u s t  a  p a g e - l o n g  s l o g
t h r o u g h  t h e  w o r s t  o f  w h a t ' s  h a p p e n i n g  i n  t h e  w o r l d ?  

I t  f e e l s  o f f ,  f o r  m y  o w n  w o r l d  v i e w  a n d  f o r  t h e
i n t e n t i o n  o f  t h i s  j o u r n a l .  A n d  a s  m y  o w n  l i f e  m o v e s
c l o s e r  a n d  c l o s e r  t o w a r d s  s o m e  b i g ,  B I G  l i f e  c h a n g e s ,
t h i s  i n t r o d u c t i o n  i s  g o i n g  t o  c h a n g e  a l o n g  w i t h  i t .
W h a t  d o e s  t h a t  m e a n ?  I  d o n ' t  k n o w  y e t .  W i l l  I  s a y
g o o d b y e  t o  e n d l e s s  p o n t i f i c a t i n g  o n  t h e  w o r s t  t h e
w o r l d  c a n  o f f e r ?  N o t  e n t i r e l y ,  I  n e e d  s o m e t h i n g  t o
a n x i o u s l y  s p i n  o u t  o n  i n  t h e  q u i e t  m o m e n t s  o f  m y
l i f e .  

B u t  w r i t i n g  t h e s e  i n t r o s  h a s  b e c o m e  m o r e  a  b u r d e n
t h a n  a  j o y ,  a n d  i f  I ' m  n o t  e n j o y i n g  i t ,  I  c a n ' t  i m a g i n e
h o w  y o u  a l l  f e e l .

C h a n g e  i s  c o m i n g .  W h a t e v e r  t h e  h e l l  t h a t  m e a n s .

N
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O r t e ,  G e s i c h t e r
J a n n e  M a r i e  D a u e r
2 0 2 0



I’ve barely started anywhere when 

I remember where I came from. Exit 123 

leading to the trailer park, where I used 

to sit with a girl I knew enough not to call friend. She’d point

at the TV when her dad’s commercial played, oversized

suit, bald head shining, short stature, big voice convincing 

no one to buy a used car, and the tiniest hint of her shadow in the store. Down 

the road, the corner station we snuck 4lokos from, the house I hid

from my foster parents in. That town without me

all cornfields, no body to get lost in 

them. Not even my town, just the one fed into my middle, 

then high school. My town two towns 

over, and that, without me, is the sound of manufactured nostalgia, twang from ten years ago 

playing tinny over the store’s speakers. Never stepped foot inside any of the six years 

I’d lived there, split in two. Came back for a cure, closest to me 

was a four hour drive and an endless splay 

of memories away. My mother’s wide turns getting us pulled over at twelve noon 

with a polite, Have you been drinking, ma’am? And her hushing me 

before I could bite down my sarcasm. It led 

nowhere. Made a sharp, clean turn, and found our way back to 

the highway, my arm throbbing beneath the bandaid. The billboard for the dealership never fails 

to make me wonder what happened to the kid the girl had at 14. To feel okay

in this situation, I recommend switching the drive down from 75 to Dixie, but I’m no map. 

The massive peaked shrine to Jesus, Are you on the right road? Yes, 

a billboard has felt like home.

2
-

O U T  O F  T O W N
B E E  L B

a f t e r  N o r a  A l m e i d a



C o n d i t i o n i n g  B e h a v i o r
J a n n e  M a r i e  D a u e r
2 0 2 0



T h e  C o n v e r s a t i o n
J a n n e  M a r i e  D a u e r
2 0 2 0



Because four years and two babies ago, we drew bucket after bucket up from our fertility well

but found only cysts in my cistern—my bucket bleeding, broken. 

Because a part of me will always be begging God to fix me—even though I’m not (physically)

broken anymore. Even though my husband volunteered to get broken instead.

5
-

I  F e e l  G u i l t y  A b o u t  H o w  
H a p p y  I  A m  T h a t  M y  

H u s b a n d  G o t  a  V a s e c t o m y  
B E T H A N Y  J A R M U L



C a s i n h a
H e n r i q u e  C o s e r  M o r e i r a
2 0 2 1



C a s i n m h a s  M i l
H e n r i q u e  C o s e r  M o r e i r a
2 0 2 1



i  m u s t  f u c k i n g  
h a t e  y o u

8
-

K A T I E  S V E D M A N

sometimes when i’m alone in the middle of the night crying about the most recent boy

who has done me dirty, i think that i must actually fucking hate you. i think about sunny

days on the green of your women’s only campus and the strange pleasure you must’ve

felt watching an ant crawl in between your toes and bite down on that paper thin skin,

that little bit of pain putting off fireworks in your brain. i think about you getting pulled

over, so high you thought you were playing an arcade game, in a town that isn’t your

own, just to blame it on your kid sister who hasn’t even tasted her first sip of champagne.

i imaging the sinking sensation you must’ve felt in the pit of your gut after your first

semester of college, when you started to realize your alien heart might never find a

home. i imagine where you bought your first batch, like from the kid in the room at the

end of the hall who brought weed to every dorm party, or the twenty-five-year-old from

your hometown who still hangs with the high schoolers, or from the first boy who made

you believe you’re special and that this might be fun. i think about you untying the lace

of your Van you found last year under the Christmas tree, and you moving it up your

forearm, tied like the arms of a toddler around their mother’s thigh on the first day of

Pre-K. i think about the spoon you might’ve used, with an ornate handle from your

mom’s Easter-only set, or nabbed from the dining hall with crusted soup and pieces of

lint still stuck to it from the pocket of your bomber jacket. i imagine the way that holding

it must’ve felt, like an unwieldy teenage soldier holding a rifle, feeling big and tall, not yet

knowing he’ll end up shot in the mud crying for his mom. i imagine the lighter you used,

some Bic with a phrase like “let’s chill” on it, but did they even have those in the 80s? i

imagine that you must’ve remembered everything you’ve learned about metamorphosis

rocks as you watched the acid cook, reminding yourself that it’s pressure that makes a

thing beautiful. i think about the needle, perhaps bought off your pre-med friend, and the

tiniest pockmark left where it pierced the skin just below your elbow, a welcome

intruder, like a vampire you have to invite in. i think about how that must’ve felt. like

when your cat is kneading their love into your thigh, and they accidentally catch you

with a claw. or like your first driving lesson when your dad pulls over on a rural county

road and lets you get behind the wheel of the company car, and he reaches over and pats

your knee. or like the daughter you don’t even know yet, and the electricity it sends up

your spine when she grasps onto your pinky finger because she needs to know that

you’re there. but this is all a guessing game i play alone at night, when my bones feel

hollow and my skin paper-thin. because, if i’m being honest, all i will ever know for

certain is the way you looked in a hospital bed, with so-called fairy kisses down your arm

and my little hands pressing into yours, begging you to choose me, if just for that once.



O u t l i n e  [ f o r  B . K - O . ]
L i e s l  P f e f f e r
2 0 2 0



O u t l i n e  [ f o r  M . H . ]
L i e s l  P f e f f e r
2 0 2 0



The opining ceremony at the Oulympics,

where we win (wind winding, 

clock’t miming) the hands  arms 

trying to find Christian Marclay on TikTok 

he drives an IROC and doesn’t care how I am 

Just because the burbling birds are beautiful

brooks doesn’t mean I’m ready to die

you go to the city, hey man, do you want to be in my poem 

here pose just like that yeah yeah do something funny with your 

hands maybe or like betray a certain wizened worry with your 

eyes yeah yeah the camera loves you yeah yeah labor yeah

full empt-osophy bring your eyes to bear what’s worry

first second third second second first third second second

Anything can become a rhythm once you repeat it Strophy Life 

The

1 1
-

S t r o p h y  L i f e
J E S S E  M A L M E D



O u t l i n e  [ f o r  G . A . ]
L i e s l  P f e f f e r
2 0 2 0
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